246

oceur oceasionally. This House is supposed
to represent all the people. It does, and
the hon. member knows the type he repre-
sents. Long hefore Parliament met he was
preparing this speech. He has all his friends
here, those who have been deluded by
him. e has moved a pious resolu-
tion which does not give his friends
1s. FEvery penny that the Government
receive by way of rvevenue or loan is
used for the unemployed and the payment
of the services of the country. The total
revenue received by the State last year was
£9,500,000. The financial emergency collee-
tions amounted to £820,000. The revenue
pays all the services of the eountry, and pro-
vides for edueation, interest £3,500,000,
child welfare and unemployment relief,
£84,000, and =0 on. Every penny of rev-
enue received by the State is expended in
services or in work. The Loan Council has
loaned to this State £2,350,000. The sug.
gestion that the financial emergency fax is
sufficient ta plaee all men, depending on the
Government for employment, on full-time
work shows entire ignoranee of the posi-
tion. Our revenue is barely sufficient to
meet our expenditure. The great bulk of the
men employed by the Government arc em-
ployed on works financed out of loan. These
loans come from the Loan Couneil. Before
the commencement of the finaneial year a
meeting of the Loan Council was held, and
each Government was allowed a certain
amount of loan monev based on the
total amonnt it was possible to raise each
year. 1 the money rollected from the
financinl emergeney tax was used for giving
full-time work on all Goevernment works, the
deficit created by that would have to he re-
couped from loan funds. We would have
to take from loan funds a similar amount
to meet the deficit on the revenne aecount,
and we would be as we were. And so the
position would be the same. There is not
the slightest difference whether the money
is taken from the financial emergeney tax
or from Loan funds. So the position would
not be improved hy the passing of the hon.
member’s amendment. The amendment is
ahsolutely puerile. T does not provide for
‘the expenditure of a shilling. Tt eannot,
hecanse the Government have spent every
penny of the money, except that last vear
there was a surplus of £30,000, which is now
expended also. So every penny of the money
from the financial emergency tax and cvery
penny of ihe money borrowed has been given

[ASSEMBLY.]

to the serviee of the State and to provide
employvment. That position cannot be
affected in the least degree by the amend-
ment moved hy the memher for Kast Perth.

On motion by Han, C. . Latham, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 11.32 p.m.
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Tuesday, st September, 1936.
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The SPEAKER fook the Chair at 4.30
p-m,, and read prayers.

FEDERAL SENATE—VACANCY
FILLED.

Mr. SPEAKER: T desire to report that
at a joint silting of both Houoses, held in
accordanee with the requirements of the
Standing Orders, Mr. Thomas William Mar-
wick was duly elected a= a Senator in place
of the late Senator W. Carrell.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY DEBATE.

Apology by Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKFR: T wish to take this op-
portunity to vefer tn what was, to me, a
very unfortunate episode during last Thurs-
day’s debate on the Address-in-reply. Dur-
ing the course of the proceedings, I found
it necessary to call the Minister for Em-
ployment to order, and in doing so I used
some very undignified language, from the
point of view of the Speaker. I offer no
excuse whatever, as the language was both
unjustifiable and undigpified. I simply wish
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to take this epportunity te apolagize both o
the House and to the Minister for Employ-
ment,

QUESTIONS (2)—RAILWAYS.

Ocertime Details.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What was the total overtime,
im hours, worked in the Government Rail-
ways by (a) engine-drivers, (h) firemen,
(¢) cleaners for the period from the 1st
Novenber, 1933, to the 30th April, 19367
2, What was the total overtime worked by
engine-drivers, firemen, and cleaners for the
vear ended the 30th June, 19367 3, What
was the total cost to the Railway Depart-
ment for such overtime including penalty
rates on the daily and weekly basis? &
What was the average number of hours of
actual cleaning work performed per engine
during these periods, not including time
usually eredited to cleaning when cleaners
are engaged on other duties, such as lighty
ing up, ete.? 5, In how many instances
were enginemen kept on duty continuously
for over nine hours in one shift for the
above-mentioned period? 6, What action
do the Government intend to take to give
cffect to their policy rexarding the abolition
of preventable overtime in the railway ser-
vice? 7, Ts it the intention of the Govern-
ment to issue instruetions for the inmnediate
engagement of sufficient engine-cleaners {o
allow of their being trained tor footplate
work, to be available when required, to pre-
vent overfime bheing worked by classified
enginemen ¥

The DEPUTY PREMIER (for the
Minister for Railways) replied: 1, The total
overtime (a, b and ) was 42976 hours. 2,
68,432 hours. 3, Six months ended 0th
April, 1936, £7,900: twelve months ended
30th June, 1936, £13,100. On the other
hand, the time not worked but added to nake
up the 44 hours per week was:—Six months
ended 30th April, 1936, 21021 hours for
£2810; twelve months ended 30ith  June,
1936, 52,726 hours for (G423, 4, Six
months ended 30th April, 1936, 1.6 hours;
twelve months ended 30th June, 1936, 2.3
hours. 5, 23,164. In the majority of rases
the length of shift was hetween 2 and 10
hours. 6, The policy of the Government
and of the Railwey Commissioner iy to
avoid all pieventable overtime, but in a cer-
vice such as the Railwars, it is impossible
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to work the running stafi exactly 8 hours
per day or 44 hours per week. As will he
seen from the answer to question 3 the num-
her of hours not worked but paid for as
undertime for the twelve months is in ex-
cess of 75 per cent. of total number of
hours of overtime. 7, The responsihility
for the engagement of stoff is one that the
Railways Act places upon the GCominis-
sioner, who is fully seized of the Govern-
menl’s  policy,

Institute ar Collie.

Mr. WILSOXN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What is the poesition regarding
the promise niade hy the Railway Depart-
ment to establish an institute at Collie?
2, When will the promised financial help be
made available for the ahove purpose?

The DEPUTY PREMIER (for the
Miniztor for Railway=} replied: 1, The mat-
ter is under consideration, and is larwely a
question of finance as thnds hecome avail-
able. 2, See No. 1.

QUESTION—LIFE SAVING CLUBS.

My, NORTH asked the Treasurer: In
view of the splendid zervices rendeved by
the life saving elubs in this State, are the
Government preparcd to assist to the ex-
tent of relieving the ¢lubs of land tax, and,
in eases where applicable, of water rates?

The DEPUTY PREMIER (for the
Treasurver) replied: It is undesirable to
exempt any institution whese funds permit
them 1o he owners of land whilst leaving
lialhle other badies equally worthy of exemp-
tion.

QUESTION—COUNTRY WATER
SUPPLIES.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minisier for Water
Supphes: What was the amount spent by
the Water Sapply Department on country
water supplics during 19:45-36, exeluding the
amount spent upon the reconditioning of
the goldficlds main during that period?

The DEPTTY P'REMIER (for the
Minister for Water Supplies) replied: Capi-
tal expenditure an water supplies to towns
controlled by the Minister under the pro-
visions of the Water Boards Act, £18,752
Gs.; eapital expenditure on water supplies
for the henefit of farmers, £51,071 13s,
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QUESTION—EDUCATION, KENWICK
SCHOOL SITE.

Mv. CROSS asked the Minister for Edu-
cation: 1, Has approval been given for the
site of the proposed new school at Ken-
wick /2, Has the erection of the huilding
been desided upon? 3, 1f so, when will work
he commenced ?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
pliedl: 1. A site is heing investigated as to
suitability and cosl. 2, Not yet. 3, As soon
as monev is available for both land and
building.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day—Amendment.

Debate resumed from the 27th August on
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply, and an the following amendment
moved by Mr. Hughes:

That the following words be added to the
Address-in-reply:—** But we regret that Your
Excelleney’s Specel containg no statement to
the effect that your Ministers intend to use the
suma colleeted and to be collected under the
Financial Emergency Tax for the provision of
full-time employment of those citizens at pre-
sent on part-time relict work, and for the re-
lief of necessitous farmers.?”

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands—on
amendment) [4.40]: | listened with con-
siderable surprise and disappointment to the
reply made by the Minister for Lands and
Acting Leader of thix Fonse fo the speech
of the member far Kast Perth (Mr. Hughes)
on Thursday last. Nincenty-nine per cent. of
the reply by the Minister consisted of abuse
of the memher for Kast Perth.

A, Raphael: Did he not pass some of it
back?

Hon, N. KEENAN: Nu doubt it was in
protest against what the Minister termed
the abuse hurled by the member for East
I'erth. Owing fo the fact that the memmber
for East Perth lias heen absent from this
Chamber for some years, it was pardonahle
for him not to he aware of the rules of de.
hate, or rather should T sav, the dogma
which appears to have grown up in late
vears. That dogma is that any membetr of
the Labour FParly cun say at any time any-
thing he chooses regarding any person in
this House or out of if, aud it is eonsidered
quite right and proper to do so. Far in-
stance, T ean reeall when the then Teader of
the Fabour Parly, the Leader of this House,
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informed members of this Chamber that I
had personally prostitnted all my political
beliefs and convictions merely for the pur-
pose of acquiring a lite puss over the rail-
ways.

My, SPEAKER: I hope the hon. member
realises tp what he is addressing his remarks,
and will confine his speech to the amend-
nient.,

Hon. N, KEENAN: I am addressing my-
self to the reply made by the Acling Lender
of this House, and surely I am in order in
dealing in general terms

Mr, SPEAKER: [ am sorry, but the hon.
member wmust conline himself to the amend-
ment before the Chair. The hon. memhber
knows as well as 1 do that on the Address-
in-reply he can deal with anything he hkes.

Hon. N. KEENAXN: | submit, Mr.
Speaker, that T find wyselt’ in a position of
very great cmbarrassinent, beeause I am
attempting to reply to a speech that was
made after, and not hefore, the amendment
had been moved. 1 desire fo refer tv a few
instances only that establish what | regawmd
as an extraordinary posttion, which was
illustrated in that speech, and then to deal
purely and simply with the subject matter
of the amendment. I ask vour favour and
erace, Mr. Speaker, to allow me to make
these introduetery remarks, whieh 1 shall
bring to a conelusion at an early moment.
I was pointing out that in this House there
have been nceasions, ene of which [ was re-
ferring to, when the grossest insults have
heen Hung aecross the floor of the Chamber
at members sitting on the Opposition side
of the House, insults without any possible
ground or basis to warrant their being
uttered. Yet there was not o single marmur
of discontent or disapproval on the part of
wentlemen who now sit ou the Treasury
beneh.

Mr. Raphael: I members on the Opposi-
tion side of the House are looking for in-
sults, they will get some, and I will nnt
minee my words.

Hon. N, KEENAN: | am surce the mem-
ber for Vietorin DPark (M. Raphael) is
quite capable of being most insulting.

Myr. Raphael: Yes, and yon can have it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Raphael: 1€ Opposition
want it. they can get it.

My, SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Viectoria Park had beiter keep order.

members
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Hon. N. KEENAN: I amn sure that the
hon. member’s capacity Lor insult has net
vet heen plumbed.

My, Raphael: Noo and I will not mince
my words.

Hon. N. KEENAX: If ihe member for
Victoria Park will allow me {0 proceed with
my speech, I shall be obliged. So ufterly
ridiculous was the suggestion made by the
Leader of the House in my case that the
fuilest use that trivial pass was actnally put
to was one zingle time it was used in 25
vears. Yet it was sufficient to warrant a
tibe of that character! Then again, T re-
member that wheu the State Transport Co-
ordination Aet was hefore this Chamber in
the form of a Biil, the memhber for West
Perth (Mr. MeDonakd) and T were desirous
of ensuring ihat in the measure were pro-
visions that would enable those whe lost
their livelihood as o resnlt of its enactment,
to obtain compensation. Sueh a provision
is already in forve mn legislation in other
parts of Australin.  Again, the Leader of
the Lahour Party and the Leader of the
Government flung in our faces the jibe that
we were hired to speak for others, that we
were selling our positions,  There was no
doubt that that ubsolutely worthless and
ahominable jibe met with no dwsapproval
from members sitting on the Government

henehes.  And even in  the ease of
the present Acting Leader of the

House, although I confess he does not
often offend in that respect, I have
heard him sling across the House in-
sults at members on this side. And all that
is based on the dosma which has heen
attempted to be hronght into existenee in
this Chamber, namely. that the members on
the Government side of the House are per-
fectly free to say what they choose, however
violent, about members on this side, but if
a singzle member of the Opposition, even
with some justification, attempis to say any-
thing refleeting on the character of thoze
sitting opposite, the Standing Orders are
immediately quoted io show how dizovderly
that member’s conduct is.

Mr. Marshall: That is a reflection on the
Speaker.

Hon. N. KEENAN: And then the offender
is made the subject of all that abuse and
vilification in which the Labour Party so
highly excel. And this is the dogma, we
shonld remember, in consonance with which
the member for East Perth (Mr. Hughes)
being unconscious of ifs existence, has
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been violently assaulted. 1 wyself re-
fuse altogether to uaccept suech dogma
as existing. [ am prepared to return cour-
tesy with courtesy, indeed with added cour-
tesy, but if I am made the subject of any
personal attack, then I am prepared to re-
taliate, Angd it may well be that the mem-
ber for East Perth shares that view, becanse
he, of all the public men I know of, has
been made in the course ol the last few
vears the butt of the greatest attack of con-
centrated venom that has been lannched dur-
ing Lhat perind. T have said that the reply
of the Deputy Premier to the speeeh made
by the member for Kast Perth consisted of
9 per eent. of abuse and was only 1 per
eent. portinent {o the issue raised by that
hon. mewmber; and that 1 per cent. was an
cvasion of that issue. For what is the real
isstte vondnined in lhe amendment moved
by the member for Kast Perth? it deplores
the fact that the mencys which have been
extracted Irom the pockets of the taxpavers
under the Financinl Emergeney Aet have
been used only fo @ very small extent for
the purpose of relict of unemployment, and
to a very karge extent for purposes that are
wholly foreign to the Act.

Mr. Withers: That is why there was such
a rush on your side to seeond the amend-
ment.

Hon. €. (i, Latham: It required only one
seconder,

THon, N, KEENAX: The member for Last
Perih elearly demonsirated the faet that
so smatl a propertion is used for the relief
fund, and so large a proportion for other
purposces. ’

The Minister for
other purposes?

ilon, X. RKEENAN: Among other pur-
poses, for the personal gnin of the Minis-
ter wha interjected. The wember Por Tast
Ferth dewmonstrated that by the figures he
breught forward, and which the Minister
did not even dare to queslion, or attempt
te deal with. What was the reply of the
Minister? I am alwayvs under the disad-
vantare in this TTouse of not being able
to hear distinetly what is said from the
Treasury Benehes, particularly when it is
said hy the Deputy Premier. So allhough
I paid every altention te his speech the
other uight, I often had difliculty in grasp-
ing his meaning. But what I did under-
stand as being the gist of his observation,
was that the cost of unemployment, if it

Employment: What
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were to be paid from revenue, would be
more than the revenue counld mect, and so
it has to be met out of loan moneys. And,
further, he said the amendment was non-
sensieal, that what is raised by the finan-
¢ial emergeney tax is earvied into general
revenue, which is responsible for every-
thing, including to some extent unemploy-
ment relief. For that reason the Minis-
ter suggested that the amendment moved
by the memher fur East Perth was non-
sensieal, But T suggest it is not the amend-
ment that is nonsensieal, but the re-
ply of the Minister. If the Minister in
his office of Acting Lender of the House—
and T presume he holds also the post of
Acting-Treasurer in the Government—il he
could have given the House information
which would have established the impos-
sibility, having regard to the charges the
revertne has to meet, of facing the
expenditure on the relief of wnemploy-
ment, if the Minister had established
that fact — and with the figures at
his command he should have been able
to establish it — then the matter would
have ended, for no one can ask any Min-
istry to do what is impossible. But of all
the people on this carth it lies least in
the mouth of the Ministry to advance such
a statement. There s no man and no wo-
man in the community not willing to bear
his or her share of any sacrifice pecessary
to meet cireumstances which still survive
of the financial erisis. Bul the saerifiee
must e in common. Ts it then to be won-
dered at that many mmong the people. in-
cluding the part-rime workers, complain
that the monevs raised vnder the finaneial
emergency tax are used for purposcs other
than those primarily wntended, as for in-
stnnee, the making good of the payment of
Ministerial salaries? Is it to be wondered
at that people should be aggrieved at heing
called upon to payv part of the sacrifice
whereof the favoured eight have relieved
themselves? They have relieved themselves
of all saerifire and rvestored their salaries
in full, and that too from moneys primar-
ily intended for the relief of unemploy-
nment. Are the two conditions at all eom-
parative, the position of the part-time
worker and the position of the occupants
of the Treasury benches, the position of
those seareely ahove the hreadline, and the
posifion of men whe ave rvolling iu luxury?
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Mr. Withers: 1 2w sorvy for the workers
in your office.

Hon. N, KEENAN: Is there any pos-
sible eomparison? For instance, in order
that we may show what comparison there
may be, let me take the ease of an institu-
tion in my own clectorate, the Old Men’s
‘Home. In that institution the allowance
of tobaceo was cut down at the time when
the erisis of the finaneial depression was
in our midst, at a time when it became
neeessary te see that every effort was made
to keep the ship of State aHoai. The
eutting down of that eommodity resulted
in a saving of about £400 per year. That
was the total amount saved by that ent-
ting down, by that sacrifice on the part of
the old men. And it stands to-day, al-
though this Ministry have recouped them-
selves every penny that was taken off their
salaries at that time, and although to-day
they are entirely delivered from any sue-
rifice whatever. The amount restorved to
this Ministry, indeed to one Minister alone
of the cight, would bave heen almost suf-
ficient to restore the fobacco to 500 men in
the Old Men's Home; what has been granted
fo one of the DMinisters would have becn
almost sulficient to restore the tobaceo to
those 300 men. But of eonrse the eomforts,
and possibly even the needs, of those old
men—what are they in comparison with
the Iuxuries and pleasure of a Min-
ister? Of course T ean understand the
soul of the member for Northam heing
wrung with anguish fo think of a Minister’s
pleasures and luxuries being in any way re-
duced: the £1,500-a-vear-man whose trouhles
are so dear to the member for Northam is
veéry near the mark that a Minister oceu-
pies. So is it to be at all wondered ag that
there is a solid helief entertained by many
people at laree. and entertained by the part-
time workers, that the moneys that have heen
raised for the velief of unemplovment and
for the rehief of these who are the victims
of circumstances created by the financial
erisis, are being used for quite other par-
poses foreign to the raising of the tax, and
foreign to the infention with which this
Chamber authorised the tax to bhe collected?
It does not lic for one moment in the mouths
of these on the Treasury benehes to deny
that this belief is held, and particularly in
the strongest and most manly elass. T said
that if the Minister conld have satisfied the
House and established, az it was his dniy
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to establish, that the resources of the Crown
are at present insuflicient to warrant the
adoption of a policy of lall-tune employ-
nent, and if he eould have shown that theve
was no legitimate present expeetation of in-
creasing those resourves to an extent sulli-
cient to deal with all the e¢laims likely to
be made upon the ('rown in the near future,
—if he could have done that he would have
done his doty m that respect, and then all
parties in the House, no matter where they
sut, would have acerpted his statement. But
he has done no sueh thinz. All he has done
i& to burke the issue. It must be reahsed
that those who are still suffering from some
sacrifices that were inherent in the financial
crisis, are not prepared to acecept a whollv
evasive reply from those who, being in the
position of eustodians of the publie purse,
have used that position te restore to them-
selves the very last penny that had been cut
from their salarics. Now it may be—and 1
cannot shut my cyves to the fact—that the
position of this State does not warrant the
steps whieh the member for East Perth is
so anxious shonld be taken. Without a more
definite knowledge of our finaneia] position
as it will be in the futare, and without a
more definite knowledge of onr commitments
as they will be in the near future, it is im-
possible for me to possess that certain in-
formation on which I could base a concluded
opinion. There arc ohviously dangers which
must be guarded against and which may not
e wholly capable of being gnarded against.
For instance, there would undoubtedly he
a rush to this State from other States of
Australia if we offcred befter and nove
atiractive terms than are being offcred else-
where.

Mr. Cross: Quite o number of people are
coming here now.

Hon. N. KEENAN: That might be so.
Although that is a danger, I am not quite
satisfied that it cannot be effectively
guarded against,

Mr. Raphael: Let them be here three or
four months.

Member: Would not they buek?

Hon. N. KEENAX : One method which is
possible, though I should not say finally
that it is eonstitutional, having regard to the
Federal tie, is that of enforcing a certain
pericet of residence on those who come into
the State before they are qualified for
benefits to which older settlers are entitled.

Mr. Raphael: They are supposed to he in
the State three months.
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Ion. N. KEENAX: Shill, the faet re-
mains fhat we shall have to find a way out
of those dilliculties. Tt must also be con-
sideved

M. Raphael interjected.

Mr. SPEARER: Order! The member
for Victoria Park wnst keep order.

Several members interjected.

Hon. N. KEENAN: T propose to resume
my remarks as soon as those gentlemen jnter-
Jjueting have settled their ditferences.

Mr., SPEAKER: The hon. member may
proceed,

Hon, N, KEENAN: [ was abount to say
that unother possible danger and difficulty
might arise through the attraetion of people
to the public service in the nature of publie
works who for the present are quite pre-
paredl  to strugele along on their own
account.  Consequently, the matter is one in
respeet of which I should require far more
information than I have at the moment be-
fore 1 could give a eoncluded opinion. For
that reason, normally, T should not vote for
this amendment, beeanse I have no certain
arounds on which to aet, hut I do inlend to
vole for it, and my reason for so doing is
to enter a protest against the attitude of
Ministers who have taken the opportunity
to remove from their own persons the fast
traee of any sacrifice arising from the finan-
cial position.

Mr. Lambert: Do not forget that you have
received your share.

Hon. N, KEENAN: I am not sharing in
any Ministerial salary. If T were, I should
he ashamed of myself. I intend to vote for
the amendment as a protest against the
action of those who have taken advantage
of their power to give themselves relief
which they are not prepared to give in any
form or shape to others who are more in
need of it. That is the only reason why I
support the amendment.

Mr. Raphael: Are not you drawing £600
a year now?

Hon. N. KEENAN: T do not wish to
bandy any words with the hon. member. I
have said that I am prepared to vote for the
amendment, not because the facts are clear
that wonld warrant the adoption of a policy
involving so many other considerations, bat
beeause I am prepared to cast a vote in pro-
test against the actions of those who are in
charge of the destinies of the State.

Mr. Fox: You retire from vour legal
practice and assist some risino youth.
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MER. SAMPSON (Swan—on amendment)
[5.6]: 1 was amazed to note the very phacid
acceptance of the statements of the memher
for East Perth (Mr. llughes), not only by
members on the Govermuent side of the
House but by Ministers themselves. To
me it scemed they were stricken dumb with
the enormity of the offence of whieh they
are alleged to be guilty.

Several members interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SAMPSON: 1t was stated by the
Deputy Premier by way of reply that the
member for East Terth would not dare to
make similar statements ontside the House.
I took the opportunity during the clection
of listening to the eandidate who was after-
wards retwrned for East Perth——

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope the member for
Swan intends to dehate the amendinent.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes; I intend to debate
the amendment. Wot once, but on several
oceasions very definite statements were made
in rtespest to eertain matters which were
further ventilated in the House last Thurs-
day night. The statewent that the member
for East Perth had taken advantage of the
privilege of Parliament falls to the ground.

Mr, SPEAKER: T iwnust ask the hon.
member to address himself to the amend-
ment. That is the only matter at present
hefore the Chair.

My, SAMPSON: As T understand the
position, the member for Kast 1’erili has
moved an amendment in order to bring lur-
ward ecertain matters relating to various
charges against the Government. T lhope T
shall be allowed to refer to what purported
to be the reply of the Deputy Mremier,

Mr. SPEAKER: So long as the reply is
confined to that, the hon. member will be in
order.

Mr. SAMPSON: It was stated that the
member for East Perth had taken advantage
of the privilege afforded by this House in
order to make certain statements. As re-
gards many of them, that was not true. The
hon. member had, without any reservation,
levelled charges at the Government when on
the hustings, and as far as 1 have heard, ne
action was taken by members of the Govern-
ment to stop it.

Mr. Withers: Did Le mention necessitous
farmers in those statements?

Mr. SAMPSON: The matter hefore the
House is a serious one and ealls for a full
and complete reply frum the Goverument.
A matter that received special eonsidera-
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tiun during the recent election, and was
dilated wpon at considerable length by the
weutleman who is now the member for East
Perth was the imposition by the Govern-
ment of a policy which made it essential
Eor men on relief work to pay a portion
of their carnings for a union ticket. It was
sald during the election that those funds
were to he used by a union——

Mr. SPEAKER: T am not going to allow
the hon. mewber to speak ulong those lines.
It he thinks he can continue to dn so, he
will find himself greatly mistaken. e wmay
discuss the matters contained in the amend-
menl and no others.

Mr. Raphael interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: The wmember for Vie-
lovia Park had better keep quiet.

Mr. SAMPSON: I shall be in order, I
think, in referring to vemarks made by the
present member for Fast Perth previous to
the election. statements which were made in
the open and of which the Government must
have had full knowledge. A matter to which
he particularly referred, and one which I
helieve most members of this House were
oppased to, was the charging of those work-
ers, Wlo had insufficient money to provide
themsrives with food and elothing, with,
allegedly, the expenses of the election of
metnhers o the Governmeni side of the
Howse.  1f such were not done, why was the
unttter allowed to go by default? Members
of Parliament were injured seriously in their
reputation by lhe silence of the Govern-
ment. 1€ the Government had had a reply
to oifer, there wns an opportunity to give
it.  Shall 1 be in order in asking if the
CGovernment propose to persist in imposing
this charze upon men working on relief
jobs?

Mr. SPEAWER: That has notling to do
with the amendment. The hon. member may
deal with that when speaking on the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

Mr. SAMPSON: I hope that any Minister
who speaks will deal with that aspect,
Nevertheless, I aceept your suggestion, Mr.
Speaker, and will endeavour to bring it up
on the motion for the adaption of the
Address-in-reply.

The Minister for Mines: You are going
to have two “goes”¥

Me. SAMPSON: Yes. I should bave liked
to hear the Minister for Mines.

The Minister for Mines: You will hear
me.
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Mr. SAMPSON: He is usually a valiant
and by ne means dumb member of the Gov-
ernment, and I had expeeted him to pro-
test against some of the remarks made last
Thursday night.

The Minister for Mines: Yon will hear
me, but not on this amendment.

Mr, SAMPSOXN : The Minister for Mines
quietly aceepted what was said.

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the member for
Swan address himself to the amendment.

AMr. Raphael: He has not yet touched on
it.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: T have some doubt as
to whether it would be practicable to do all
that the amendment suggests. That is a
matter which I am seriously eonsidering, but
I am not doubting the proprieiy of my ris-
ing to protest against the lamb-like and
placid way 1n which the Government allowed
the statements to be made previons to their
heing voiced in this House.

Mr. Raphael: What are you worrying
about?

Mr. SAMPSON: You are one of the
canses of worry to me. If it were possible
to bring in legislation

Mr. SPEAEER: Order!
ber must address the Chair,

Mr. SAMPSON: I shall endeavour to do
s0. The reason why I was concerned ahout
the statements made previous to the elec-
tion

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 1 shall not
address myself again to the hon, memherr.

Mr. SAMPSON: The reason why T was
so concerned ahont (he speech made the
other night was that for a long Hime J have
heen eonvinced that relief workers should
not be treated as they have been. We know
full well that they are not given the privi-
leges that ordinary workers enjoy. They
cannot approach the Arbitration Court and
they are not permitted, I understand, even
to attend union meetings.

Mr, Raphael: You do not know anything
about it.

Mr. SAMPSON: There is no question
that all they are required te do is to pay
up. Buf those men cannot be shut up, be-
cause they have been too unfairly treated.

Mr. Wilson: Tell us what you and your
Government did for them.

My, SAMPSON: 1t is not mv intention
to speak at length. but I conld not allow
this subjeet to be discussed withont express-
ing my strong disapproval of the inaetion

The hen. mem-

of the Government. Their inaeiion postu-
lates or imlieates u dawaging reflection on.
every member of this Parliament. Various:
charges have been made, and the Deputy
Premier has promised that into one at Jeast
vf these there will be a full investigation.
1 hupe that the Government, realising the
seriousness of the matter as the general pub-
lic regnrd it, will make tull inguiry into all
the sharges. Unless they do that, they ean-
not possibly hold the confidence of the
people of Western Australia.

MR. LAMBERT (VYilgarn-Coolgardie—on
muendment) [3.18}: The hon. nember who
has just resumed his scat states that the
lack of any explanation from Ministers sug-
wests that they nre struck dumb, Let me
snegest to the hon. memher that if he were
struek dunih the public life of this country
would not be impoverished.

Alr. Sampson: it yon learnt to speak
wisely, it would be very much improved.

Mr. LAMBERT: Without imitating the
aopions flood of tears <hed by the hon. mem-
bor— -

My, Sampson: Why depart ifrom your
reneral manner !

AMr. LAMBERT: —TI believe that everv
man and every woman in this Chamber de-
sires to sce as soon as possible a restoration
to full time and full wages lor every man
and every woman in Western Australia.
But indulgenee in hypocritical attitudes is
a line of eonduct bevond my understanding.
I was surprised to hear the member for
Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan) declare that
it was impossible for him to compute whether
it was practicable to have a restoration of
full-time employment. What an admission
to eome from one who is a leading citizen
of this State! Surely the hon. gentleman
knows perfectly well that junior telephone
atiendants could collect the whole of the
necessary information in ten minntes. It
seems remarkable that there should now be
cavilling at the faet that Ministers have re-
stored their salaries. No foreible protest
was made against the restoration of the
salaries of privatec members. Members were
compelled by sheer force of eircumstances
to review both their finaneial position and
the emoluments they received for the service
they zave the public. We hzve seen the
spectacle, when a Bill for the increase of
private memhers’ salaries was before the
House, of members vaiting behind the dais
to see how the vote went and then coming in
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to vote with the minority. Nevertheless,
those members aceepted the full emoluments
voted by Parliament.

Mr. Wilson: That is truc.

Mr. LAMBERT: Reverting to financial
emergeney taxation, if the member for Ned-
lands had referred for a moment to the pre-
amble of the original Bill agreed upon by
the States and the Commonwealth, he would
know that in that preamble there is neither
printed nor implied a word suggesting that
the whele of the amount derivable at the
present time from that taxation should he
devoted solely to the restoration of full-
time employment and full-time wages. The
preamble to the measure has a wide appli-
cation. If the hon. member consulted it
for a moment he would see that no such
thing as has been suggested was cven im-
plied. No man or woman in this country is
mare desirous than 1 am of the restoration
of full-time work and full-time pay, know-
ing that & country on half-time work is a
country definitely impoverished. The mem-
ber for Swan (Mr. Sampson), throwing
back his locks, tried to make the people
believe thai he is absolutely pained to think
of men and women in Western Australia
heing on half time. Let me give ham a little
information from the report of the Com-
missioner of Taxation for 1934-35. 1 will
show him under what category he comes.
He has had the eolossal mmpudence to sug-
gest that members on this side of the Cham-
her, in moving for restoration of full-time
work and getting back to something like
inancial equilibrium, were merely inspired
with the desire to pick up a paliry two or
three hundred ponnds extra. I am utterly
sarprised to think, in view of the deep re-
spect I have for the member for Nedlands
{Hon. N, Keenan}, that sneh a suggestion
should have emanared from him. The hon.
member knows full well that it is the poliey
of this party, who are here to profeet the
common cause of the workers—and if we
cannot do that, the sooner we get ont the
better——

Hon, C. G. Latham: But you don’t do it.

Mr. LAMBERT: We do not want
men and women to go on suffering
by reason of the fact that they are
not able to secure adeguate wages
and adeguate food. We do not wanf
to parade an absolute Dattening wupon
the partial suffering and partial saerifice
of the workers. The effrontery which the
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menther for Swan lias exhibited in standing
up heve and speaking as he did to-day is
beyond my understanding.

Mr, Sunpson: Oue need not go far to
achieve that.

Mr. LAMBERT: Let us see under what
entegory that hon. member comes. I quote
from the veport of the Commissioner of
Taxation, with which the member for Swan
is converzant; und this information is most
pertinent {o the amendnient.  There are
only two wayvs, 50 far as I know, in which
this State can obtain additional revenue.
Either financial emergeney taxation must be
inereased, or land and income tax mnst be.
1 shall indicate

Mr. Swwmpson: AMr. Speaker, on a point
of order, 1 desive to ask whether you will
give me permission to reply to the mem-
her’s meanderings after he has finished.

Mr, LAMBERT: What is this person’s
point of order?

Mr. Sampson: I feel that if he is to make
a statement more or less hysterieal

AMr. SPEAKER: What is the hon, mem-
ber’s point of order?

AMr. Sampson: I should "have the right to
reply.

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 do not kmow what
statement the member for Yilgarn-Cool-
wardie is going to make. We can discuss
the point later.

Mr. LAMBERT: So far as I am con-
cerned, he can take a week off to reply.
What strikes me—and this is in elose cor-
relation with tinancial emergeney taxation
and land and income taxation—is the im-
portance of sceing who ave the people that
make saerifices apart from those taxed at
the sourge. Aceording to the report of
the Commissioner of Taxation, persons in
the range from £201 to £300, numbering
12,836, with incomes totalling £2,937,025,
paid £15,144; people with ineomes ranging
from £301 to £300, numbering B,866, with
total incomes of £2,912,544, paid £24,011:
and people with incomes over £3,000, num-
bering 37, with total incomes of £270,242,
paid £35,458. To try to make out that mem-
bers on this side of the Chamber are not
angious to restore to every man and every
woman in this eountry the incomes to which
they are entitled is mere political hypo-
erisy of the lowest and vilest kind. At this
Juncture I bave no desire to——

Mr. Sampson: Say anything intelligible.
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Mr. LAMBERT: —no desire to traverse
the line of conduct adopted by the member
for East Perth (Mr. Ilughes). There will
be manilold vpportunities to do that later,
I address myselt’ wow distinetly to the
amendment which the hon. member has be-
tore the Chair. I hope that the people will
uot be ftooled into the beliel he desires
to impress upon thew merely because he
puts ap a sewmi-hysterieal and semi-politien}
ex¢use to sabotage the Government. TI an
improvement in the condition of the people
could be bhrought shout by a change of Gov-
ernment fo-morrow, | would welconie such
a change, 1t it were possible in the slight.
est degree to remedy some of the soeial ills
ol to-day by a change of Government—

My, Hughes: You and I can do that with-
out shifting from our seats. You ean do it
from there, and 1 can do it from here.

Mr. LAMBERT: ¥rom the aspeet of the
progress and stability of Western Mus-
tralia, I do not care which =eat | occupy. |
repeat again, and if necessary will repeat
a dozen times, that the Government are de-
sirous  of restoring full-time employment.
They have conunittees sitting which are
ahsalutely concerned with that very matter,
amel eoncentrating wpon it. We do not
come here merely to move abstract motions.

Tt the member for East Perth 1s
desirous  of  having full-time employ-
ment and  full-time  wages  restored

to the workers of this conntry, let bim as an
acconntant make a clear survex of the re-
port of the Commissioner of Taxation amd
find out where we can zet another million of
money from the surplus that is  goinye
inta banks and insurance companie<, and
into city and suburhan properties. Lef him
find that out. and then let him get up in this
House, if game enough, to state that as a
clear declaration of policy. In that case we
could hring down a taxation measure similar
to that operating in Great Britain to-day.
It we had a measure of the same kind, we
would have sufficient funds available to send
cvery man and every woman hack to full-
time. I wonder whether some of those who
have expressed themselves as Eavouring this
action would be prepared to have placed
npon them a tax entailing sacrifice equal to
that which people in Great Britain are being
called apon to make to-day? Members of
some of the oldest families in that country,
families going back hundreds of years, have
had to sell their homes to pay taxation. Lef

the wmember fuor East P'erth {Mr. Fughes)
ad the member for Swan (Mre, Sampson|
suggest that we should lay down a tormula
uf' that deseription. I rthey are prepared
to de that, L am prepared to march with
their. Until then | say there is no useful
purpose tg be served, or any practigal solu-
tion of the diliculty 1o be Eound, in cither
moving or supporting abstract amendments.
The Speaker stated the guestion.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York—on amend-
ment) (3321 1 fully expected that after
having a woeek-ond tu consider the amend-
tment moved by the member tor East Perth
(Mr. Hughes) the Government would have
put up sotme reply,

Reveral members interjected.

Hen, . G. LATHAM: May I suggest
that han. members remain as quiet now as
when the member for East Perth was speak-
ing on Thursday night? The silence eould
have been cut with a knife then.

Mre. SPEAKER: [ will look after them.

Hon, (. G. LATHAM: T have o perfect
rieht to speak to the amendment and until
such time as you pull me up, Mr. Speaker,
[ shall take no notice of interjections. 1 ean
understand that the Aeting Leader of this
House, the Deputy Premier, may not have
ind an opportuniiy of replying o the re-
marks of the member tor East Perth the
othier evening.  When an amendmnent to the
Address-in-reply has been moved in the past,
it has always been rvegarded in this Flouse,
as far as [ am aware, a< an expreszsion of
want of confidence in the Government, I
asswmed that the other evening the Deputy
Premier wonld have moved the adjonrnment
immediately to give himself time to consider
a definite reply to the charges made by the
member for Eaxt Perth, but a whole week-
end has pa-sed and we find Ministers still
sitting silent. Tf thai silence means any-
thiner, it means to me that the Government
are not prepared to make any answer to the
charges. Therefore T vontend that every
member on the other side of the House must
support the amendment moved by the mem-
ber for East Perth.

AMr. Sleeman: Are you supporting if?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: FEvery member
must support it. I acree with the member
for Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan), the Leader
of the National Party, that the Govern-
ment are the only people who ecan tell us
what moneys are available, and how far they
can go with respect to meeting the wishes of
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the member tor Fast Perth. This Govern-
ment has Jjust finished o year with a surplus
revenue, i revenue in exvess of any ever
collected from the people of this State. The
highest amount previously collected was in
1923-29, but that did not reach the amonnt
received last vear,

Mr. Rodoreda: And we have never had so
many charges on it

Hon. . (. LATHAM: As a matter of
fact, the Government have been relieved of
charges. The overseas interest aceount has
heen considerably reduced. The exchange on
overseas interest has been rednced. So I sug-
gest that the Government have had more
moeney at their disposal. On top of that they
have had not less than £100,000 from the
hospital tax, and £60,000 from the Lotteries
Commission, which has indireetly relieved
the Treasury. There has heen more money
to spend than has been available at any
time since there has been a Government in
this State. Loan funds have gone up con-
siderably. In view of all these facts, I con-
tend that the member for East Perth made
out a very definite ease, namely, that we
were justified in asking the Government to
do something more than they have done for
those two sections of the people he men-
tioned, the necessitous farmers and the un-
employed. I propose to deal with the neces-
sitons farmers. One hon. member stated
that so long as the Government did not
offend his electors, he was going to support
them. We are noi heve representing indi-
vidual electors. It is by the coliective wis-
dom of this House that we govern and the
majority, of course, rules. Therefore it is not
what the individual likes. If we are fo
take up the individual aspeet and see how
it affects our electors we will have a poor
sert of Government.

The Deputy Premier: Collective guile and
sophistry.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If there is any
guile, it is on your side of the House, and
on the front benches, too. Have I not heard
it? Have I not heard the language used
to the worker and to the commercial man
and to the pastoralist? If there is any guile
at all in this House, it is in members on the
front benches opposite. Do not let us get
on to that aspect. I believe the Acting
Leader of the Ilouse did wrong in replying
immediately to the member for East Perth.
He should have taken time to consider his
reply. He allowed himself to be worked up
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by the very serious charges made ngainst
the Government, and was not in a tit state
to veplv. But one would have thought the
Minister for Emplovment would have taken
the House into his confidence and told ws
the position. There has been nothing but
silence. It is time we on this side of the
House took strong steps to foree the Gov-
ermnent to tell us exaetly what the position
is. For the last three years they have been
allowed to go on at random. They have
had sueh an extraordinary majority, that
they have been able to do as they liked.
But the position has changed and I contend
that if this amendment were carried and it
meant the resignation of the Government,
people would say, ‘‘Well done.”” The mem-
ber tor Bast Perth has fought two elections
and defeated g Minister of the Government.
He defeated the then Minister for Emplay-
nient on the very issue which is before us
now. Prior to the election, the ex-Premier
went to East Perth and said he was going
to muke a Government issue of it

Mr. Thorn: He vaid that if the ex-Mint--
ter for Employment went out, he would go
t00o, and he has gone.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Important Minis-
terial changes have taken place since then.
The Iouse is justifiel in carrying this
amendment. The member for Yilgarn-Cool-
gardie {Mr. Lumbert) used a lot of words,
but I do not know that he said very mueh,
except that he suggested, as far as I ean
Judge, that there was only one way of reliev-
ing the situation, and that was by additional
taxation. The member for East Perth sug-
gested that, and rightly so, beeause after
all if we can give back to ourselves the
sularies we enjoy to-day, and Ministers can
have their salaries restored, surely we might
do something for those living below the
breadline, T have never hesitated to express
myself in this respeet. The Government
have done nothing to assist the farmers in
this State. If they were to put these men
in a position to provide themselves with
income from their farms, that would be the
means of providing a great deal of em-
ployment in other parts of the State.
We know that 53 million bushels of wheat
won from the soil will mean a great deal
of employment, on the railways, at Fre-
mantle and in fact evervwhere. The same
thing applies in a general way to the dairy-
ing industry, so fhat it is not only that em-
ployment is provided on the farm, bat it is
employment in many other avenues. There-
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fore | am surprised at the dumbucess of the
Government,

The Deputy Fremier: You
asking for semething.

Hon, €. G. LATHAM: We are always
asxing but we never get anything, I do not
propesed to deal with guestions not affected
by the amendment, bat | vepeat that the
actaal position is that the Government have
never done anything, and neither have they
eome forward and said “We cannot do any-
thing.” 1 do not agree with the remarks
of the member for Yilgurn-Coolgardie (Mr.
Limbert} and neither do [ agree that it is
nevessary to inerease taxation in this State,
hecause the Government have a great amount
of money that conld he diverted to other
avenues, consiillerably more revenue and loan
money than we ever had. I suppose it is
impossible to expect the Government to pro-
vide employment fur everyane in the State
—and that has never been possihle. But T
da say that relief can be given fo the man
not in reeeipt of the basie wage. the man,
helow the bread-line.  When members oppo-
site were sitting on this side of the House
and when we had two millions less revenue,
and the loan funds that were availahle to
u~ were about half the total at the disposal
of the Government to-day, all kinds of
charzes were made against us; but when
we did ask the people to make sacrificesy
we staried on our own salaries first and we
maile the cut higger on the higher salaries.
What did the present Government do im-
mediately they got back to power?  They
vestored part of the salaries to the higher
paid ofticials before giving consideration to
the man on part time employment. T be-
licve members opposite are with me when
T say that my desire is to see that all thd
money available is spent on providing em-
ployment. The member for Yilgarn-Cool-
gardie said he would gladly change places
with me. T will aceept his challenge as soon
as the Government care to throw it out.

Mr. Withers: God help the workers,

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Tt was all dope
titat was put up by members opposite at
election time, solely to mislead the people;
otherwise there would not be so many in
the unfortunate position in which they find
themselves to-day. I heard the dope put
up at East Perth, and I was ashamed to
have to be associated with the people who
were responsible for it. It was all done
to mislead, and it is such statements that
make the people doubt the sincerity of any

are always

257

Government, or for that matier, any Par-
linment. So 1 aceept the challenge thrown
out by the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie
who spoke on behalf of fhe Government
because the Minister refuses to reply to the
charges made by the member for Kast erth,

Mr. Hegney: You will accept anything.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There is one thing
L will not aceept, and that is the word
of hon. members on the Government cross
benches,  While it is true that Lhe word
of some of them can be accepted, there
are many members sitting on that side of
the House who mercly go out and spread
pernicious propaganda and dope to mislead
the eleetors, and that sort of thing is at-
tempted in this Heuse too.

Mr. Fox: What a pity they are so dense!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : When the Lpader
ol this House can refer to the electors of
East Perth as fools, as the Minister for
iands did on Thursday evening when re-
plying (o the speech made by the member
for East Perth (3Mr, Hughes), members op-
posite will put up with anything.

Member: Some of them.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The member for
East Perth holds a very high positien in
this State. He is a member of an honour-
able profession, and within a few months he
has twice been elected to this House.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid the hon.
member is slipping away from the amend-
ment.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T am referring ‘o
the Minister for Lands who put up ruck
an extremely bad case in reply to the
amendment moved by the member for Fast
Perth. I endorse the remark made by the
member for Nedlands (fon. N. Keenan)
that the Minister replied to a very limited
extent. He gave a few figures that con-
veyed nothing te the House, and said thac
the money available was required to provide
employment throngh the serviees of the
State, Money has always been required for
that purpose, and always will be. What i3
necessary is proper administration; and it
that were carried out, much more mouey
would be available for the purpeses sought
by the amendment.

Mr, Withers: The newspaper said that
the Minister gave knock for knock.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do nof read the
“ Worker.”’
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Mr. Withers: That was in the *‘Wesl
Austratian,”’

Mr. Hughes: That is their puppet.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Members must
appreciate (he faet that we are required
to interest ourselves in the people as a
whole, and our responsibility is to de all
we possibly ean for those who cannot help
themselves. The amendment aims at that.

Mr. Lambert: Would you promise to give
effect to the amendment?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If the member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Jr. Lambert) after
having made his speech, had not run from
the Chamber only to return to make inter-
jectiong, he would have heard what Y said
regarding his statements, and I do not pro-
pose to refer to them again. As a maiter
of fact, ’arliament ought to be furnished
with some information in reply to the
amendment. It is very important from the
Government point of view. It amounts te
a no-confidence motion, and should not he
regarded lightly, Members opposite should
not desire to support the Government
wierely becaunse the Deputy-Premier rises
m his seat and vilifies the member who
moved the amendment, following wp with
a few figures and the intimation that the
thing is impossible. That is not the way
to seeure a vote in this House. T ask the
Government to give consideration to this
matter to ascertain whether anything fur-
ther can be done. I do not snggest that
the member for East Perth did not make
out a case; he certainly indicated how the
money could be obtained. Surely the Gov-
ernment should tell the House and the
people generally what the position actually
is and whether additional revenue could be
secured from that soarce.

Mr. Withers: The amendment represents
merely an expression of regret, and is not
one of no-confidence.

Hon. C. G&. LATHAM: I have looked
through many volumes of ‘‘Hansard’’ dat-
ing back to a period long before I entered
this Chamber, and this is the first oecasion
of which I could gain any knowledge that
an amendment of this deseription has not
been regarded as ont of no-confidence. The
amendment should be regarded serionsly by
the Government, and thev should submit an
answer to the case that has been made ont.

Mr. Rodoreda: It all depends from whom
the amendment emanates.
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Hon. C. (i. LATHAM: That does nof
matter at all. If it eame from some mem-
bers on the other side of the House, it
would probably receive less consid-
eratign. The member for East Perth
was justiied in moving the amend-
ment. Only a little while ago the
former Premicr (Hon. P. Collier) advised
the people in London by cablegram that
Western Australia had definitely emerged
from the period of depression. Let mem-
hers consider the eneouragement that such

an  assuranee would give to people in
Western Australin - who are in  part-

time employment, or are in receipt of wages
that bring them below the bread line. It is
the eanse of those people that has been
championed by members sitting on the Gov-
erminent side of the House. The ex-Premier
told the weaithy investors in T.ondon that
evervthing was all right in this State and
that they eould go ahead. The ex-Premier
could send a cable message to that effect,
although we knmow that thousands of men
are in receipt of less than the basic wage
from a Labour Government!

Mr. Lambert: Do vou sunggest that the
former Premier’s message did any harm?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It showed the
people in part-time employment at least that
the then Premier did not know what he was
saying. He could not possibly have known
what he was saying, for we have Ministers
of the Crown, including the deputy bead of
the Government, telling us that the State
cannot afford to do what is suggested. The
Government cannot speak with two tongues
on this most important question. Tt is use-
less to tell the investors in London that we
are out of our difficulties and oui of the
slough of depression, when the workers know
perfectly well that we are nof, just as the
agriculturists, the group settlers and a large
proportion of the Government employoes,
are conscious of the fact that they are still
in receipt of less than the basic wage. Not-
withstanding these faets, members sitting on
the Government back heneches keep in power
Ministers who are doing exaetly what the
Government they deposed did, and have even
done worse than their predevessors in office.

Mr. Lambert: Would you support legis-
lation to give everv male and female worker
at least the basic wage, if we can find the
money ?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM ; 1s the member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) speakine
on his own behalf, or is he the mouthpiece
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of the CGovernment! If be is the mouth-
piece of Ministers who sit guietly on the
Treasury Bench, we should know, and we
could then give conzideration to his query.

Mr. Lambert: I will be with vou if vou
agree to sapport such legislation,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1s the hon. mem-
ber the mouthpieee of the Government? The
silence of Cabinet Ministers may indicate
that he is. This is & very serious matter,
and if Ministers eannot make out x hetter
ease than has bheen indieated so far, the
position is a sad one for the State. What
effect must the cablegram sent by the former
I*remicer have had on the nmemployed? The
member for East Perth represents a great
many of that seciion of the community, so
he was justified in ¢xpressing himself as he
did with regard to his amendment, Every
membar, provided he keeps within the re-
quirements of the Standing Orders, has a
perfect right to express himself to the full-
est possible exient.

Mr. Patriek: He had a mandate.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: He had two man-
dates. He fonght two elections and defeated
the former Minister of the Crown who was
in control of employvment matters. The mem-
ber for East Perth defeated the Government
at that election hecause the ex-Premier,
speaking at one meeting, said, “This is going
to be a Government issue. Either you will
have Hughes for East Perth and not the
Government, or the Government and not
Hughes.” Those are not the exact words
that Mr. Collier uttered, but that was the
effect of what he said. Despite that, on
Thursday last we had the spectacle of the
Deputy Premier displaying great annoyance,
and vilifying the member for East Perth,
although he failed to reply to the charges
made against the Government.

The Deputy Premier: Vilified!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : A little while later
on I will have something to say that wiil
make the Minister for Mines smile.

The Minister for Mines: You are at liberty
to sav what von like.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Fancy the Min-
ister for Mines saying, “I wish I had had
some of the money taken from the starling-
price bookmakers.”’

Ar. Raphael: Don’t we all?

The Minister for Mines: And T say it
again.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The finances of
the Government must be very strained in-
deed when thev have to take 1ds. per week
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per youth from the funds raised from the
pablic for the assistance of the unemployed
vouths of the State. For what purpose do
the Government intend to use that money?
They propose to send these poor unfortun-
ate yvoung fellows into the nining areas
looking for gold.

Mr. Wilson: Well, what about it?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Did it require a
specia]l appeal to the public for that? Faor-
merly the Minister for Mines used to stand
up in his place in this Chamber and tell
members what he was doing for the unem-
ployed. Ie told us that he was sending
them out on 13s. a week. The money col-
lecied from the publie for the purpose of
assisting unemployed youths should at least
be used for the purpose of providing the
voung fellows with a trade, even though
they may not avail themselves of work in
that trade for wvvars to come. I am sur-
prised at the Minister for Mines allowing
money to be used for such a purpose. He
is a member of the Appeal Committee who
made the recommendations.

The Minis{er for Mines: No.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am sorry if I
have charged the Minister with being what
he is not.

The Minister for Mines: That is just like
most of vour other statcments,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: [ am informed
that the Minister is a trustee of the fund,
and as such be should not have allowed the
money from the fund to be used for the
purpose I have indicated. Surcly we should
do something better for the youth of the
State than to send them out on a job that
that does not require any special skill. Tt
does mot necessitate mueh technical know-
ledge to teach the young Australian to use
the pick and shovel or swing an axe. Plenty
of lads in the city can do it now. On the
other hand, apparently we had to make an
appeal to the puhlic for funds %o send
youths into the mining areas to engage in
prospeecting at 15s. a week.

Myr. Patrick: After consultation with the
Minister for Mines.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: And the Minister
wounld have grabbed the chance with both
hands,

Mr. Pairick: But he said they did not do
S0,

Han, C. G. LATHAM: A little while ago
the Commonwealth Government provided
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the Minister with money to assist the pros-
pecting seheme.

The Minister for Mines: Give the right
figures this time.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I shall not worry
about figures.

The Minister for Mines: You were astray,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Althongh these
facts have been referred to, Ministers are
content to remain in their seats, or to make
specehes by interjection,

The Minister for Mines: No, we are not.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: We eannot force
Ministers to rise and speak. T hope 1 shall
be able to give them an opportunity to speak
later on.

Mr. Rodoredn: The member for
Perth gave them that opporvtumty.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The nember for
East Perth has done more than that; he has
made charges asgainst the CGovermment that
should not go unchallenged. IE something
is not done. I for onc will not he prepared
to allow fhe malter to end there. Te do so
would be to impdicate myself in the eharges,
for that impression might be gained if 1
were to sit silent.

The Deputy Premier: You may be imn-
plicated in one of them,

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: T do not think so.

The Deputy Premier: Yes, in one charge
at any rate.

"Hon. C. ¢. LATHMNM: T do not knaw of
any charge in which I could be implicated,
but if the Minister will indieate what he
means, I shall make my position clear. I
know that our people have not obtained a
penny from the starting-price bookmakers.
T consider the suggestion made by the mem-
ber for East Perth that if the Government
ecould provide 60 per cent. of the unem-
ployed with full-time work, that very aect
wounld enable the other 40 per cent. io be
abhsorbed, is very wise. That contention was
made repeatedly from the Opposition side
of the House hefore the member for Fast
Perth advanced it, as one method by which
an improvement conld be cffceted in the
employment position. That suggestion was
advanced before the present Mimster for
Employment entered the House.

Member: There has been a change of
mind.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It proves how
quickly members can change their minds.
1t requires merely a chunge from one side
of the House to the other. At any rate the

Fast
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suggestion made by the member for FRast
PPerth is worthy ol consideration by the Grov-
ernment.  The Government had a wonderful
opportunity to give effect to the policy they
advanced when they sat in Opposifion and
were without any responsibility.  During the
past three years they have allowed the posi-
Lion 1o deitt along, aml they have waited,
Micawber-like, for semcthing o twrn ap.
The wold-mining industey and  the timber
industry have improved vonsiderably, and
there has heen o general improvement  all
round.

Mr. Cross: Together with betier adminis-
tration,

Hou. €. G, LATHAM : Af the end of the
last Hnaneial vear, the Government had eol-
lected more revenue from the people than
ever hefore recorded, and new they =ay,
We eannot do oany better than we are
doing.”  They have not attempted to do
anvthing  better.  They have made no
attempt to do it. none whatever: no attempt
has heen nade at all. The House is justified
m earrving this wmendment, amd the Gov-
ernment will be fully justificd in takine it
as @ want-of-coufidence mmotion. There is a
lot of work beinz done, amd waiting to be
done, in the city, particnlarly the sewe:age
works. The other evening a stafement was
made in the House that if | had my wax T
wonld spend no money whatever in the eity.
That is not the poliey of this party. and 1
do not allow members of other parties to
interpret the poliev of this party to suit
themselves withont vontradiction from this
side. There is a great deal of work offering,
and the Government are insisting npon eon-
neetions heing made with the sewerage sys-
tetn much more wrgently than liag ever been
done before. That provides emplovment,

Member: Well, what about it?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Surely T ean make
out o case for the Government without the
hon. member becoming offended!  The Gon-
ernment are pushing on with those sewerayre
connections, although 1 do not know where
the residents are going io get the money to
pay for them.

Mr. Loambert: When the sewerage is put
in, it is mandatory for the people to connect
with it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Well, that is some-
thing new to me. Of course if a house is
not served hv a septic tank, then what the
hon, member says is right; but if the house-
holder already has a septie tunk, he ecan
carry on without eonneeting up with the
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sewerare. .\n additional rate ol 2d. has
been struck te provide for these connections,

Mr. Raphael: Will not the abolition of
the pan charges more than compensate for
the increased rate?

Mr. SPEARKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must be allowed to proceed.

Hon. (. (. LATHAM: When the member
for Victoria Pack finishes his interjections.
of which he makes so many, I will get on.
There are many ways by which employment
can he found. T have always given the (Gov-
ernment this much eredit, that dillicnlties in
the way of providing emiployment have been
that they have refused fo speml a great
deal of monex on material and equipment
when the whole of the available money was
required for the relief of the wages men.

Mr. Lambert: Wenld you take 50 per
cent. off all incomes to support the poliey?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T would take the
whole of the hon. member’s income if 1
eould get him to live up to the poliey of his
party. There are many ways in which
people can be emploved, and I believe that
the best way is to get our industries, par-
ticularly our primary industries, established
onee more. We onc this side are forever
preaching that Jdoctrine here, but I am
afratd it falls on deaf ears. If at present
prices we could met onr wheat producers
back to where they were previously, they
themselves would abzorb at least 50 per cent.
of the men ai present without full-time em-
ployment.

Mr, Lambert: You know that the Fedoral
Government are killing the primary pro-
ducers.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1 have never
heard of any other Government who have
done so mueh for the primary producers.
The TFederal Government have given
£12,000,000 to the farmers.

The Deputy Premier: To the creditors of
the farmers.

Hon., C. G. LATHAM: If that be so, we
ougzht to have an inquiry into what is heing
done by the board appointed by the Minis-
ter. Arc not they carrying out the Act?
If not, it should be seen to. The Federal
Government have hchaved very generously
to this State and to our indusiries. What
I want to kmow is whether the Deputy Pre-
mier is prepared to extend some of the sym-
pathy of his Government in the direction
adopted by the Federal Government.
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The Deputy Premier: This Government
has given £2 for every £1 given hy the Fed-
eranl Government.

Hon. C, G, LATITAM : That statement is
not correct.

The Deputy Premier: It is rorreei.

lon. C. G. LATHAM: 1t is not. I have
wone carcfully through the publie accounts
and through the report of the Agricultural
Department, and I suy the Minister’s state-
ment is like many others that are made by
the Minister, especially those on Thursdayv
cvening last, when he really did not know
what he was saying. There have been ad-
vances made by this Government, but thev
expest 1 man to nayv interest before le has
been able to carn anything from his farm.
I want the Governmeni to take serioush-
the amendment moved by (he member for
East Perth, for it reflocts on the Government
and on this Parliament. T also want the
[.eader of the Mouse to tell us that he is
aoing to have an official inquiry inte the
charges that were made by the member for
East Perth. They were levelled at you, Mr.
Speaker, amongst others, and were levelled
at us, Never hefore have I heard an Ad-
dress-in-reply debal: containing such seri-
ons charges as have been made by the mem-
ber for East Perth. T cannot dissociate the
remarks of that member from the amend-
ment, because there is ne doubt the amend-
ment was moved in order to foree the issue
and do get ‘better conditions for those
people who are on the basic wage. The Gov-
ernment dare not hold office any longer than
is necessary to appoint a judge of the
Supreme Court to inquire into those charges.
If the Government fail to do thai, I will
endeavour to foree that issue every time T
rise in my place in the House. I will sup-
port the amendmenf moved by the member
for Iast Perth, in the interests of the
farmers and in the interests of those people
whom Ministers and Government supporters
have heen returned to represent.

THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
(Hon. A. R. G. Hawke—Northam—on
amendment) [6.7]: The Leader of the Op-
position was verv much eoncerned regard-
ing the silence of Ministers and supporters
of the Government in connection with the
amendinent put forward by the member for
East Perth. Actually, we were waiting for
<ome member on the Opposition side to sup-
poert his colleague from East Perth to the
extent of putting up at least one arosument
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or one reason in favour of the amendment
that has heen moved to the Address-in-reply.
When the Leader of the National Pariy
rese fo speak to the amendment, [ hoped
that he might be able to evolve from his fer-
tile imagination some argument in support
of the amendment, but he, too, Tailed utterly
to mention a single argument in tavonr of
that amendment, The Leader of the Op-
position did at least make some remarks
that were appropriate to the amendment;
ke at least stressed the need for additional
assistance being granted to necessitous far-
mers in various country distvicts. But that
was the limit that he reached in support of
the amendment. So, seving that the mem-
ber for East Perth has spoken, and seeing
that the Leader of the Opposition and the
Leader of the National Party have spoken,
and not one of the three of them has puot
forward a single reason ov argument in fav-
our of the amendment, memhers of the Gov-
ernment have coneluded that the Opwosi-
tion members are not able to pat wp a case
nf any kind in support of the amendment.
And although there is veally no ease to reply
to, it hae heen docided by Ministers that a
stalemeut shall be made rewarding the nosi-
tion in arder that members opposite might
know that not only is this amendment futile,
hut is hudeed a very dangerous amendment
in regard to the rclief workers of Western
Australia. Tt is remarvkable that both the
Leader of the Opposition and the Leader
of the Nationol Party said that thev were
not really in a position to judge of the gues-
tion, that thev were not in possession of
the information they should have in order
to allow them ta come to a coneluzion upon
the contents of the amendment. Yet cach
of them, hefore sitting down, said strongly
and definitely that he was going to support
the amendment. So it wounld seem that both
the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader
of the National Party have made wp their
minds to support the amendment irrespec-
tive of what it means and irrespective of
its worlhlessness. It does secm to me that
the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader
of the National Party carry their responsi-
bilities very lightly and very carelessly when
they bind themselves to a conrse of action
in a given direction although they have no
real knowledge of the subject and do nof
desire the information that they ought to
have, Would it not have heen better and
more reasonable for them to take the pro-
per course, for the two leaders in guestion
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to have waited uniil the newessary infovma-
tion was put forward before expressing
themselves one wayv or the other?

Hon. C. G. Latham: We tried to make
vou get up, but vou would have gone on
without deing so,

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
You did not try anything of the sort, hut
even it there had been such an attempt made,
what bearing has that on the point 1 am
putting Forward?

Hon. €. G. Latham: But fer the con-
sideration of the Speaker, T woulidl not have
heen able fo address mysell to the amend-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
T am  potting  Fterward the point  that
the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader
of the National Party both declared that
thew were not in possession of the informa-
tion that they onght to have had. Never-
theless, they bound themselves to vote in a
certain divection, and I say that even if
they were in possession of the requirved in-
formation, they would still have wade up
their ntinds in the same dirvection.

AMr. Wilson: Agin the Government.

The MINTSTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
[t is ohvious to svervone who gives reuson-
able vonsideration to the question that those
members opposite who will sapport  the
amendment will not support it for the pur-
pose of endeavouring to assist jn relieving
the workers or the necessitous farmners, but
will support it merely for the purposz of
endeavouring to diseredit and harass the
activities of the Government who have so
many problems to consider.

Hon. ", G. Latham: There are no prob-
lems Jjust now.

The MINISTER FOR EMPIOYMENT:
I come now to a consideration of the speech
mnde by the Leader of the National PParty
in connection with this amendment. That
hon. member rose for one purpose and one
purpose only, which was to inerease the
volume of vilification that had been levelled
against this Government by the member for
East Perth in his speech on Thursday last.
There was no objeet other than that. The
hon. member was not concerned with the
wording of the amendment or of what it
nmeant, but he rose for the purpose of assist-
ing the member for East Perth in his attack
on the Government.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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The MINISTER ¥OR EMPLOYMEXNT:
The Leader of the Nationa] Party, as | men-
tioned hefore tea, appeared anxious to join
in the senrrilous attack ade against mem-
hers and ex-members of the present Govern-
ment by the member for East Perth. The
Leader of the National Party made quite
=ong ahout the fact that Ministers, together
with members of [Parlinment and other sal-
aried emplovees of the Government, had had
their salaries fully restored to them in recent
times. Judging from the statements made
by himn, on¢ wounld consider it a erime to
aceept the salary =t down for the position
which one fills and Cor the dutics which one
carries out.  While the memher for Ned-
lands, with his tongue in his cheek,
bitterly condemns Ministers for aceepting
the restoration of their salary euts, he was
cloquently silent regarding the faet that he
himsellf had accepted restoratien in full of
his own Parliamentary salary. He spoke
about the pleasures and Inxuries enjoved hy
Ministers. 1t is not exageerating to say that
the annual income of the hon. member must
he four times greater than the aunual income
of any Minister of the Crown.

My, MeDonaldd: I think that is a2 bit of an
exaggeration.

Hon. C. G. Latham: He wishes it was so.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I am sure it is no exaggeration.

Mr, Donev: Where did yon
fignres ?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
It anything, it is an under-statement. I
caleulate the fizure on an aecount which the
hon. member rendered to one of his clients
a few monihs ago, buf in any event it mnst
be clear that the annual income of the mem-
ber for Nedlands is far in excess of the
annnal income of any one of the Ministers.

Hon. N. Keenan: T will ehange with any
of the Ministers.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Even though that be the position, the mem-
her for Nedlands did not hesitate speedily
to aceept the restoration in full of his own
Parliamentary salary. The hon. member
talked of the pleasures and luxuries enjoyed
by Ministers and talked of them in a mest
envions way. The public do not need to be
reminded that the hon. member himself was
a Minister in a Government not so many
vears ago. Tf the pleasures and luxuries of
Ministerial life were 0 many in number and
sp great in variety, it is remarkable that the

cet the

hon. member deserted the Government of
the day and allowed the other Ministers to
faee up to the terrible responsihilities of
those, the worst vears of the depression.

Hon. €. (. Lathain: Money did not count
with him then?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
No, it dlid not, becinse money does not worry
him. Al that counted with him on that
oceasion was a realisation of the fact that,
it he remained @ member of the Government
aidl took  cqual  responsibility  with  other
Ministers tor the aets that the Government
were compelled Lo do, he would have heen
in grave danger of losing his political seat
in the Nedlands distriet,

Hon. 1’. D. VFerguson: History repeats
itself sometimes, yvou know,

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Those are faets.  Juwdginer by the speech
midde by the Leader of the National Party
w-night, there ean be no doubt whatever
that he has entered into an unholy alliance
witl the wetber for Fast Perth with the
uhject of earvving on a continnal campaign
of abuse and vilification against members
of the Grovernment.

Mr. Hughes: What about the abuse you
put over in Brisbane-strect, Bast Perth?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I shall deal with the member for Bast Terth
in good time.

Mr. Hnghes:
oceasion.

The MINISTER FOR FMPLOYMENT:
1 did not.  As 1 was saving, there is no
doulit that the member for Nedlands has
entered inte un unholy  allianee with the
member for Fast Perth for the purpnse of
cavrrying on a continnal eampaign of abuse
and vilifieation against members of the
present Government. Tn future we need feel
no <urprise when we find them following
cucli gther in the debates in this Honse,
sharling oul their hymns of hate against
Ministers and supporters of the Govern-
ment. There can be no doubt whatever that
hoth of them will do evervthing possible to
interfere with the Government, to harass the
Government in their operations, and to pre-
vent them from concentrating on the business
of the country. There ean he no doubt
whatever that those two members, scparately
and together, will seek to ereate the greatest
possible amonnt of pelitical discord and ill-
feeline in this Tlouse. T can imagine a
sitnation where, in effeet, they will offer up
a hymn of hate somcething on the lines of

It vou ran away on thatl
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that spoken by Romeo to Balthasar as re-
corded by Shakespeare:—

By heaven, I will tear thee joint by joint,

And strew thiz hungry churehyard with thy

Thubs:

The time and my intents are savage-wild,

Moare ficree and more inexornble far

Than empty tigers or the roaring sea,
We ean imagine those two gentlemen work-
ing together and hurling challenges of that
kind at the members of the Government. Or
again, in the words of Maleolu to Macdnff.
we might hear them snarling ont ihis hymn
of hate—

XNay, had I power, I should

Pour the sweet milk of concord into hell,

Uproar the universal peace, confound

All unity on carth,

Mr. Hughes: That sounds like a sormon,

Hon. C. G. Tatham: Ov a bit from tha
Repertory Clab.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMEXNT:
That summarises the feclings and intentions
of the Leader of the National Party and the
member for Tast Perth towards members
and supporters of the Government. I come
now to deal more particularly with the ae-
tual amendment, T£ a psyvchologist studied
the amendment and was asked what type of
person, in his opinion, was responsible for
its preparation, ] have no doubt he would
declare the amendment to be the production
of a paranoie.

Mr. Hughes: You should nut pinch my
joke. vou know,

Mr. Wilson: [ was not xvour joke.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The amendment, as originally proposed. has
been, to some cxtent, added to. The idea
now contained in the amendment is that
the Government should use the whele of the
proceeds of the financial emergency tax fo
provide full-time employment and to relieve
neeessitons farmers in the State. During
the last financial year, a sum of £800,000
was raised by the imposition of the finan-
cial emergency tax. During the present
finaneial year, provided the legislaiion re.
mains the same in characier, the amount
likelx fo be enllected will he the same, or
perhaps a little more than for last vear.
If the Government were to adopt the pro-
posal contained in the amendment, the re-
sult would be the automatic ereation of a
deficit of L£200,000 in our revenue and ex-
penditine aecounts. Ewven in face of that.
wentbers of the Government might bhe in-
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clingd te look favourally upon the propo-
sal, if its adoption meant full-time employ-
ment for our relief workers. T would impress
upon members the fact that the Loan funds
made available to the State have to finance
works, and any deficit that may oecur in the
acrounts.  [f this £800,000 were earmarked
for the two special purposes referred to in
the amendment, there would be a deficit of
£800,000, No member who has yet spoken
has suggested that the State should delib-
erately create a deficit of that amount, and
I do not think any niember of the House
would make such a sugoestion,

The Deputy Premier: We could not fin-
anee it

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
T¢ we did take £800,000 from revenue and
applied it in the diveciions suggested, a
deficit to that amount would automatically
be created and would have to be financed.
It could be financed in one way only, and
that is out of Loan funds made available
to the Government. Practically all our
Loan funds to-day are used for pro-
viding employment. If, therefore, we took
£800,000 from revenue and used portion of
it to provide work, and portion to relieve
necessitons farmers, we would antomatically
have to take a similar amount from our loan
funds fo meet the deficit in the revenne and
expenditure account. What would he the
use of doing that? Would the relief work-
ers be advantaged one pennvy by finaneial
trickery of that natave? They would not
be one penny the hetter off under the pro-
posal sngmested, that of using the proceeds
of the finaneial emergeney tox for
the puorpose  indicated. Before T eon-
¢lude T will prove to members that the
adoption of the proposal would roh the
relief workers of €400,000 per annum. The
amendment has ne merit in it. Tt i5 a de-
lusion and 15 worthless. low the relief
workers and {he public conld he impressed
Ly an amendment of that kind, and by the
action of the memher responsible for it, is
hevond mv comprehension, How the Leader
of the National Party and the Leader of the
Conntry Party conld commit themselves to
sapparting it. even thongh thev admit they
did not know the position, is also beyond
my comprehension exeept, as I have alreadv
stated, that they are snpporting the amend-
ment not for the nurpose of henefiting the
relief workers or the farmers but to harass
and, if possible, destroy the Government.
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Hon. C. G. Latham: They are destroying
themselves; you need not werry abouf us.

The MINISTER VOR EMPLOYMENT:
Actually this proposal is purely a propa-
gands effort. When the member for East
Perth was elected, those people he was able
to dupe and deccive expected mighty things
of him.  After iabouring for three or four
hours the other night, the only thing he was
capable of producing was this worthless,
useless and dangerous amendment,

Mr. Hughes: You find the workers dan-
gerous to your prople?

The MINISTER IFOR EMPLOYMENT:
1 will explain to hon. members the effect
this amendment would have on relief
workers. Judging by one or fwo of the
speeches this afternoon, one would conclude
that the financial emergency tax was im-
posed wpon the people for the sole purpose
of raising money with which fo relieve un-
cmployment.

Hon. C. (i. Tatham: That was changed
after we went out of office.

Mr. Withers: Let us get the original.

Mr. SPEAKEL: Order!

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I propese to quote from the debales that
took |'lace when the measure was before this
House,

AMr. Patrick: Quote some of the specches.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENXT:
1 shall quote from the speech delivered by
Mr. J. H. Smith, ex-member for Nelson.
He said—

The Premier says this is not an unemploy-

ment tax, and that the money to be raised is to
go into Consolidated Revenue.
During the Committee stage of the Bill, the
member for CGeraldion (Hon. J. C. Will-
¢nck) moved that cne of the clauses be
amended as follows:—

That in lines 2 and 3 of subclause 2 “‘the
Consolidated Revenue fund for the use of Iis
Majesty?? be struck out, apd the words “‘a
trust fund at the Treasury which shall be ex-
pended in providing work for the unemployed’’
be inserted in lieu thereof.

Mr, Hughes: That is interesting.
is the page?

The MINISTER ¥OR EMPLOYMEXNT:
Tt will be found on page 1336 of “Hansard”
for 1932. Every member of the Country
Party and National Party in office at the
time opposed the smendment, with the re-
sult that it was defeated.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Now show us what
vour (Government did.

What
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My, Muarshall: You are consistent only in
vour inconsisteney.

My, Hughes: Whas there
that amendment ?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
1 do not propose to become a clerk for the
use of the wmember for Easzt Perth in this
matier,

Me. Hoghes:
ployed.

The MINISTER FOR FMPLOYMENT:
At a Jater stuge in the discussion on the
amendment Mr, Kenneally, formerly mem-
ber for Enst Perth, said:—

T um afraid the money will be used to bridge
the gap in the deficit,

a division on

You eould be worse em-

Thereupan the then Minister for Railways,
the late Mr. Scaddan, interjected:—
No one i9 denving thui.

Quite so.

Hon. C. (i Lathmn: Now tell us how much
money we found for the nnemployed that
vear.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
] have that here too,

Hon. C. (. Latham: Let us have it.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
There van be no doubt whatever that this
financial emcrgency taxation was for one
purpose, and tor one purposc only, namely
that of bridging the dangerous or ruinous
wap that existed between revenue and ex-
penditure in (he years 1932 and 1933. That
was the purpose of the imposition of the
tux, and that financial emergeney money is
urmently needed to-day for the purpose of
hrideing the gap between revenue and ex-
penditure. I have already pointed out that
if the £800,000 of financial emergency pro-
ceeds were taken from revenue and ear-
marked for speecial purposes, there would
be tmmediately ereated a defieit of £800,000
in the revenue and expenditure aecount.
I deelare that no member of this Parlia-
ment, even ithough he be without any re-
sponsibility so far as the carrying-on of the
rovernment of the couniry is concerned, dare
do anything which wonld drive this State
back to the position obtaining in the years
when very lheavy deficits were the order of
the day. One would imagine that finaneial
emergeney tax proceeds to-day were not
heing used for any useful purpose; one
would imagine that the £800,000 raised last
vear as a resuit of emergency taxzation was
squandered, or not used at all. I propose
briefly to indicate that every pound of money



266

raised under the finaneial emergeney tax is
used to carry on the ordinary, essentjal
affairs of State, and that without that money
it would be impossible to carry on adequately
the services now conducted in Western Ans-
tralia. Financial emergeney tax money to-
day helps to pay the salaries and wages of
permanent employees of the Government. It
would he impossible for the Government to
carry the number of permanent employees
they arc carrying, except for the aid which
financial emergency taxation gives in that
regard. And so it can logically be argued
that financial emergency taxation to-day is
helping fo keep thousands of men and
women in Western Australia in permanent
and fnll-time employment at ruling award
wages in Governinent undertakings.  The
Public Health Depariment is to some extent
financed from revenue which the Govern-
ment receive in the ordinary way. Cannot
it also be logieally eontended that the money
raised under this emergency taxation assists
in the earrying-on of the educational activ-
ities of the State? Last vear the Govern-
ment of Western Australia expended on
education £665,000 from revenue,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Where did Govern-
ments always get that money fromn?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
From taxation imposed upon the people.

Hon. C. 3. Latham: Did they always get
it from revenue?

The MINISTER FOR EMTLOYMEXT:
Yes.

Hon. C, G. Latham: Well, then therc is
nothing new in it.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Nothing new in it except this, that if the)
emergency tax money of £800,000 a year were
not available, there would need to be a severe
policy of pruning in the activities of the
Edueation Departinent, and in the activities
of every other Government department.

Hon. €. G. Latham: Well, that did nof
happen when we were over there.

Ministerial Members: Oh!

Mr. Marshail: What next?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I suggest to the Leader of the Opposition
that he confer with the Leader of the
Nationa!l Pariv, who was Minister {for BEdu-
eation in his Government, to learn whether
severa pruning did nof take place in the
Education Department during those vears.

Mr. Tonkin: What azbout the Training
College?

Hon. €. G. Latham: What about it?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Tankin: Whe closed it down?

Hon. C, G. Latham:; Who had a surplus
of teachers?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of
the Opposition ean make a speech by and
by.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMEXT:
The activities of the Child Welfare Depart-
ment are a charge on the revenue of the
State.  Last vear £127,000 was expended in
the carrying-on of that department. Is it
not fair to elaim that some of the money
raised uwnder the Financial Fmergency Tax
was used for the purpose of providing as-
sistance to unfortunate families dependent
upon the Child Welfare Department for
their suhsistence? A sum of £70,000 was
also provided for uremployment relief. So
it is clear bevond the shadow of any doubt
that the money raised under the Finaneial
Emergency Tax A« to-day is being used
for the purpose of financing cssential State
artivities. As I pointed out a few moments
ago, some of it is nlso being used for the
purpose of providing full-time employment
for the wages and salaried staffs of the Gov-
crnment of Western Australia,

Hon. C. G. Latham: You have a surplus
of £54,000 for buses.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
If the £300,000 of financial cinergencey taxa-
tion was not avnilable to the Government as
ordinary revenue, then there would be a
defieit of £800,000 in the affairs of the State.
How could that deiicit bhe met? It could
be met in the same way ns the deficits of
the previous Govermment were met—out of
loan moneys made available to the State
from year to vear. And what was the result
of that procedure! As the result of having
to take £1,000,000 or £1,500,000 prr year
from loan oneys to finange their deficits,
the previous Govermient found it impos-
sible to provide employment for the large
nunber of men looking to the Government
at that time for emuolavment ov for susten-
anee. I such a position were facing the
present Covermment. we would be driven
hack to the unfortunate conditions existing
in this State three or four vears ago. The
memhers of the present Gevernment are de-
termined fo bring about a very early im-
provement in the conditions of the velief
workers in Western Australia. But we re-
fnse to indulge in any financial Jegerdeinain
for the purpose of building up false hopes
in the minds of relief workers and their
dependants. The Leader of the Opposition



{1 Serreyper, 1936.7

this atiernoon was ungenerous encugh to
azsert that the members of the present Gov-
ernment had not donc anything in the way
of seeking to inprove the conditions of the
velicf workers. T can assure vou, Mr
Speaker—and I knew you will be fair
cnough to give my siatement reasonable eon-
sideration—that during the Inst few werks
vvery Minister has gziven his time and bis
abilities to an  endeavour to cevolve a
system  that  will confer upon the re-
lief  workers  of  Western  Australia
better conditions and better cirenmstances
than have heen their lot for some time past.
I am in a position to go further and say
that the Government have alreudy decided
thut, as from the 3th October of this year,
an improved srheme for the relief workers
of Western Australia will he set in opera-
tion.

Hon. . G. Latham: Why did vou nol do
that last year with all vonr revenue?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
When we set thal improved scheme in oper-
ation, the Leader of the Opposition will
say, as he has said hetore, that the Gov-
ernment are making the eonditions of the
relief workers too attractive,

Mr. Withers: That is the rub.

Hen. C. G, Lathin: Be trothful!

The MINISTER FPOR EMPLOYMENT:
This afternoon, for petly, party political
purposes, the Leader of the Opposition
charged the Government with having given
uo considerntion to the question of Improv.
ing the condition of the wnfortanate relief
workers thronghout the State,

My, Marshall: What a beantiful allianee,
the Leader of the Opposition and the mem-
her for East Perth!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Marshall: He does not like his new-
found friend too well.

My, SPEAKER: The member For M-
chizon had hetter he quiet,

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The primary producers held a conference in
Perth recontly and passed a resolution, the
eszenee of which was that they protested
strongly against the Government providing
for relief workers while the farmers were
not able to obtain the labour necessary to
assist them, in ecarryving out their farminge
activities,

Mr. Cross: They wanl to pav only 1=,
a weck.
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Ilon, . G. Latham: That is beiter than
starting-price bovkmaking.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
When that resolution was sent to me, I
caunsed inquiries to he made at the Labour
Cxchange to a~certain whether any men were
wanted by farmerz, The hooks of the Labour
Exchange were absolufely blank in that re-
gard, Thus it would seem that the resolu-
tion carried at the Primary Producers’ Con-
ference was adopted not because of any real
necessity, but for the purpose of discredit-
ing the Government in the eves of the eoun-
try people throughout the State. 1 come
now to the consideration of a question men-
tioned by the Teader of the Opposition by
interjection a few moments ago. The mat-
ter was also yeferred to by the member for
East I'eeth (Mr. Hucrhes) in the sensational
sprech he made on Thursday last.  The fig-
ures | propose to quote illustrate just what
happened regarding loan expenditure aud
unemplovment reliet during the last six
vears, The Mitchell Government, in their
three vears, expended £1,300,000 in unem-
ploxmenl relief from revenue, and from loan
funes, which, of course, represent the money
that provides the work, they spent £3,500,-
000, The £1,500,000 that was provided for
unemployment relief was used to finance
barve snstenance for the unemployer.  Dur-
ing the three years of the Labour Govern-
ment, Mrom 1933 to 1936, we expended from
revenite  on  unemployment  relief  only
£354,000, oy £1,200,000 less than was spent
by the previons Government during  their
terin of office.  The member for East Perth
waould cunningly use those figures for the
purpose of proving that the present Gov-

wgent had expended f£ar less in wnem-
ploxyment relicf than the previous Govern-
ment. He would pace those figures before
lis audience and twist and distort them in
such a way as to prove that the previous
Government spent five times more on unem-
nlovinent relief tinn the present Govern-
ment,

Mr. Hughes: Yes, from revenue.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The hon. member would not have said that.

My, Hughes: Yes, T would.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
let us look af the position a tittla further.
During our three vears of office we expended
double the amount from loan funds for
works as eompared with the amount spent
from that souree upon works by the previ-



268

vas Government.  The explanation is ihat
when the Labour Government took office in
1933, they determined that il was a suicidal
policy to go on, vear after vear, providing
unemployed people with bhare sustenance,
and resolved to alter the poliey and
az  ¢uickly nas possible put inte oper-
ation a plan to enahle the unemployed
to he provided with work, ns against bare
sustenance.  Every relief worker in Western
Australia to-day knows—and 90 per cent, of
them are honest enough tuv adwmnit it—that
the conditions to-day arve far hetter for them
than they were three gr four yenrs azo. The
number of unemploved men om hare susten-
ance as at the 31st March, 1033, was 4,360,
The Labour Govermment then ecame into
oftice, ‘and the number of unemploved on
hare sustenanve o= at the 3lst March, 1936,
or three years afterwards, wax 436, a vedue-
tion of practically 4,000 in the number of
families on the hare ~ustenance level. |
submit, Mr. Speaker, that the efforis of the
Labour Government, although nol completely
snecessfnl, although not as suceessful as the
memhbers of the Government desive them o
be and are determined to make them at the
earliest possible moment, have resulted in the
condition of the unemployed during the last
three years being improved to a very great
devree, [ have already shown that the adop-
tion ol the altered vonditions zet ont in the
amendiment moved by the member for East
T'erth would merely have the effect of taking
£800,000 from revenue and using it for other
purposes, which would antmnatically mean
the creation of a defieit of £800,000 in the
revenne and expenditure aceonnts of the
Rtute. That would force the Government to
take £800,000 from Loan Funds for the por-
pose of linancing the defieit, which would
mean £80{L00D less available for the purpose
of providing work for the relicl workers of
the State. [ propose now to give n fow
moments  consideration to the inspiration
which the memher for East Perth had when
he decided to tie on to his original amend-
ment the tag suggesting that seme of the
maoney raised hy the financial emerzeney tax
should be used for the purpose of pro-
viding relief (o necessitous farmers. T
have already shown that the amount of
finaneial emervency tax available is €500.000
a vear. At least £800,00) a4 vear womld be
required to provide full-time employment,
Sa the amendment moved by the hon. mem-
her wonld not achieve full-time employment.
Tt i« reasonable to suggest that if his idea

[ARREMRBLY. |

were  adopted by the Governmeut, the
L800,000 would he equally divided, £400,000
heing used for the purpose of providing
work For the unemployed and £400,000 for
assisting neeessitous farmners.  [f that idea
were operated, the actual result would be
this: £800,000 would be taken from revenue;
£400,100 would he used to assist necessitous
farmers and £400,000 would be used to pra-
vide ecmployment: but at the same fime,
£800,000 of loan money now heing vsed to
provide employment wonld have to he taken
for the purpose of financing the deficit n
the revenne and expenditure aceount of the
State, So when this amendment is analysed,
when the idea in the amendment is subjected
to o enreful examination, it beeomes obvious
that the operation of the idea would give to
the relief workers £400,0110) a year and would
take from them £800,000 a vear which is at
present being used for the purpose of pro-
viding (hem with emiplovment.  The brilliant
proposal of the wember for Kast Perth, if
put into effect, therefore, wonld worsen 1o
the extent of £HM0L000 a1 vear the conditions
of the rveliet workers. The amendment as he
originally proposed to move it would have
heen neither to the henciit nor to the dis-
advantage of the reliet workers. The result
would have been the same; their position
would have heen the sume.  Ajl that would
have been involved wonid have heen a little
extra hook-keeping work by the Glovernment.
The sum of £800,000 wauld have had fo be
taken from revenue and used for certain
purposes.  Then £804,000 would have had
to be taken From loan to finance the deficit
thus  ereated.  With one hand  £800,000
would have heen  taken from here and
put there and  with  the  other  hand
the same amount would have heen taken
from there and pnt here. On balance the
resnlt would have bern the same. But when
the member Lor East Perth tied a tag on to
his amendment providing for some of the
tinancial emergency tax money to he used
for the purpose of nassisting necessitous
farmers, he reduced his nmendment to an
ahsurdity, and made it dangerouns. If the
Ciovernment took up the idea in the nmend-
ment and operated it, the relief workers, as
T have already indicated, would suffer to the
extent of £400,000 a vear.

Mr. North: So we need social credit after
all.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
We may need social eredit, but we do not
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need Hughesian credit of the queer descrip-
tion contained in his amendment.

Mr. Hughes: T think we should trust our-
selves to the bhawks.

The MIKISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
In his anxiety to play up to the members
of the Counfry Party, the member for East
Perth has exposed lis ingincerity and his
worthlessness as an advocate for the welfare
of the relief workers of this State. It is
true the members of the Country Party have
some justifieation for supporting the amend-
ment because if the amendment were acted
upon by the Government, £400,000 would
he taken from the fnancial emergenecy tax
and used to assist necessitous farmers in
Western Australin.  They have heen look-
ing for some justification for supporvting
the amendment as moved by the member for
East Perth. But the necessitous farmers of
this State would only be benefited at the
expense of the relief workers. The £400,000
that would be used to aszist the necessitous
farmers wonld lave to he taken from thd
funds now used for providing emplovment
for the relief workers. Bad as the condi-
tions of some of the farmers of the State
may be, T feel sure they would not desirg
to have their posifions eased at the expense
ol the relief workers and their families, It
iz extraordinary that an independent mem-
bur representing an industrial constituency
should be the farmers’ champion in this
House.  The proposal in his amendinent
virtnally amounts to an attempt to teach
hiz wrandmother fo suck egyes, that is, in his
relationship to the members of the Couniry
Party., Why has it bheen neeessary for an
independent member representing a  eity
constitueney to mnake this move in the inter-
ests of the necessitous farmers of the State?
The Leader of the Country Party spoke on
the Address-in-reply debate, but he moved
ne motion of eensure or no-confidence
against the Government. He made no move
to provide wlditional assistance for the
farmers of Western Australia. It remained
for 1he member for Fast Perth to raise his
voice on hehalt of the farmers.

Houn. C. G. Latham: That was very kind
of him.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
1t remained for him to take some action to
try and assist them. So it would appear that
the Leader of the Oppo-ition and the mem-
hers of the Country Party have been reersant
to their frust, that they have been slipping
on their jobs and have had to be spurred

into activity by the independent member
representing East Perth. I was under the
impression that there were no primary in-
dustries carried on in East Perth, so during
the day I madv some close inquiries. I won-
dered why the member for Bast Perth was
so eonverned about the farmers. I knew,
of course, that he was trying to get members
of the Country Party info the net to sup-
port his amendment, but [ thought there
mizht he some other reason.

Mr. Hughes: That is a fishing industry.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
So I sent a special officer into the Easi
Perih distriet with a view to asecertaining
whether there were any primary industries
earried on there.

Ton. C. G, Latham: You have officers
wlho ean waste their time like that?

e, Marshall: To give you information
vou ask for.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The report which that offieer presented
showed thal the only primary industrv car-
ricd om in East Perth is the primary indus-
try of filth-farmine, During his speech the
mewher for Fast Perth touched on certain
plises of the Government’s employment
poliecy, and the phrase *“Starving women
and childven™ wax meouthed by him on sev-
eral oceasions. He used the phrase so fre-
suently us to convey the impression that he
was exploiting the phrase for the purpose
of seeking to obtain publicity and notoriety.
Perzonztl and political ndvancement have
sometimes been achieved by men Jow-minded
enough 1o expleit the position of stmving
women amdl children.

Mr. Hughes: Jor instance, at the last
zeneral claction the promise of full-time
work.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
If a mun has the necessary peculiavity of
nind, it is an easy mabtter to gain personal
notoriety and advancement by posing as the
special protector of wnfortunately placed
women and children.

Mre Thorn: From what ook did vou get
that 7

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
From a book that the hon. member would
nnt he able to comnrehend. When two vears
ago the moember for Fast Perth was busy
persecuting Mr. Clydesdale, M.L.C., he be-
came almost hysterical on the nuestion of the
one-man one-job principle. He abused and
condemned and vilified My, Clvdesdale be-
cause he wiuz holdine iwo johs,
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Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope the hon. member
will conneet this up with the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Yes, Mr. Speaker. At that time the member
for Bast Perth was abusing and vilifying
My, Clydesdale because he was earrying out
two jobs while other men in the community
had only part-time work, or no jobs at all.
At that time the hon. member seemed to
regard the holding of more than one job
by any one person as the supreme social
erime. But in recent months we have heard
nothing at all from the memher for East
Perth regarding this saered principle of one-
nian one-joh.  There must be some substan-
tial reason for his silence on the question.
The reasen snggests itself immediately—the
hon. member wha two vears ago regarded
the holding of two jobs by one man as a
crime, as something ihat ought to he con-
demned at every possible opportunity, now
kolds down at least four paid jobs in the
city. Tf he were in the least sincere in his
talk abhount starving women and children and
unfortunately placed relief workers, he
would do the manly thing and shed some of
the several paid jobs he now holds. That
woulld be a real vindieation of his profes-
sions of interest and of sympathy in the
affairs T have been indieating.  Until he
does something in  that direction, relief
workers and the general publie and ali starv-
ing wemen and children i this community
will be jusbified in believing that his protes-
tations are nothing but a hollow wmockery.
So I say the member for East Perth could
assist to provide full-time employment for
¢ne or two men who are now on part-time
work by discarding some of the paid jobs
he himself is earrving on, He professes to
be interested in the sufferings of certain
people of this State and to be anxious to do
something at the earliest moment for the
purpose of relieving some of those people.
On the 25th June of this year the hon. mem-
her waited on me with a deputation to urge
that consideration be given to the question
of affording full-time employment to all
relief workers in Western Australia.  With
great patience T pointed out to the members
of the deputation that the Government were
Hmited in their activities by the funds made
available to them from time to time. I sog-
gested that full-time employment could not
possibly be made available unless the amount
of money in the bands of the Government
were inereased. The member for East
Perth =aid that additional taxation ought
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to be inposed. I pointed out some of the
difficrlties in that regard. Then he himself
promised to draw up a scheme and send it
to e as carly as possible for the considera-
tion and decision of the Government. In
the professed opinien of the member for
Kast Perth at that time, the nuestion of im-
proving the conditions of relief workers was
vitally wrgent. He frequently claims, even
in these days, that the present sufferings
of thrse people should be lifted from their
shoulders without delay. As I mentioned,
he gave this undertnking on the 25th June
that he would prepare and send to me a
scheme providing for inereased taxation, so
that the Government could consider the
scheme and make an endeavour to obtain
more money with a view to providing more
ctployment; vet From that date to the pre-
sent moment T have not veceived a single
line from the hon, member proposing a new
tuxation geheme. [t js abundantly elear that
the interest ol the member for East Perth

in the relief of workers evaporates as
soon a8 he has exploited a eertain
phase of their position for his own

publicity purposes. The other night the hon.
member taunted the Minister for Mines re-
garding an alleged change of opiniop on
the part of the Minister. The hon. wmewmber
sitid that many years ago the Minister for
Mines and some of his colleagues were in
the habit of condemning the activities of
Mr. Claude de Bernales, hut that now there
wias not any eondemnation; rather was
there an attempt at ¢o-operation and under-
standing hetween them. _And the hon.
member asked, in the mwost dramatic way,
who had changed, the Minister for Mines
ar My, Claude de Bernales. The other
evening when the member for Fast Perth
was making his speech, especially in those
periods when he heenme most reckless, some
members apposite were urging him on; and
we know that some members opposite are
fralernising with the hon. member and cno-
eouraging him and using him and applaud-
ing his efforts. Yet when the member for
Kast Perth was in this House ten years ago
or mmoreg-———-

Hon. C. G. Latham: You know nothing
ahont that.

The Deputy Premier: Never mind: we
know.

The Minister for Mines: We are nof going
te allow vou to say what we wish to say.
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The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMEXNT:
I have no doubt the Leader of the Opposi-
tion does not want this to be said, but it
is woing to be said.

Hon, €. G. Latham: [ do net cave.
are pretty veckless at all times.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
1t is quite apparent that the Leader of the
Opposition is very unhappy at the moment.

Hon. . (i, Latham: Not the slightest bit.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMEXNT:
Ten vears ago or more, when the member
for Bast Pevth was in this House, members
of the anti-Labour Parcty did not applaud
him, did not encourage him, but condemned
him and sourht to acecomplish his political
defeat. Yet to-day they are working hand-
in-hand with him.  So T ask, wha is it that
has changed? Have mombers of the party
opposed to the Labour Government changed,
or has the member for East Perth changed?

Hon. C. G. Latham: Members of the
hour Party have hecome very conserva-
tive.

Mr. Raphael: Tt would be i€ you tried to
et into it.

The MINISTER FOR FMPLOYMENT:
The member for East Perth charged Min-
isters with heing eruel and with having
used their positions for the purpose af in-
timidating and bludgeoning relicl workers
others into  obeving Ciovernment
policy.  There is ne need fo wive a
detailed reply to a statement of that
deseription, except to =zax  that the
conditions of every relief worker in
Western Australin have been substan-
tially improved as a result of the aetivi-
ties of Ministers of the present Govern-
ment. What I am concerned abanut is the
extreme andacity—one might ‘nstly =ax -he
hypoerisy—of the member for ast Perth
in this matter. There are twao tyvpes of as-
sassin in this community. In most com-
muaities there is only one type, but unfor-
tunately we in Western Australia have two
types. There is the type that assassinates
life: theve is the other tvpe, a lower and
more despicable tyvpe, that seeks to assas-
sinate character. The assassin of life
quickly destroys his vietim, and thus gives
him early release from the physieal suffer-
ings inflicted upon him. The assassin of
character, on the other hand, seeks to
spread the suffering over the longest pos-
sible period. This type of assassin alwayvs
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pussesses suflicient low native e¢unning to
realise that, in the process of assassinating
character, the mental, the physical and the
nervous systems of the vietins ave slowly
but surely undermined. He knows, too, that
trequent attacks upon the chavacter and
reputation of 4 man have the effeet of cre-
ating suspicion in the minds of a large
number of the public. As the constant
dripping of water wears away stone, so the
constant insinuafions and charges made
against a man’s character will cause that
vharacter to he weakened and finnlly hroken
down in the public’s estimation of it. The
object of the member for East Perth is
clear. He desivres to destroy the present
Government and is prepared te go to any
lengths, no mwatter how dishonourable and
how disereditable they may he, to attain
that end. Members oun the Opposition
henches—some of them, not all—are in-
clined to encourage the member for
East Perth in the scheme he is
now seeking to perpetrate. Members
of the Opposition should be ecare-
ful in this matier. Tf members of one
Covernmment can he destroved by the senr-
rilotis methods now being emploved by the
memher for East Perth, members of other
Governments in the foture will be destroved
hr the same methods.

Mr, Withers: Practice making perfect.

The MINTSTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Tf the member for East Perth proceeds from
sueeess to sneeexs, his methods will encour-
age other low-minded individuals in fhe com-
mimity to follow his example. Other in-
dividuals of that type will seek places in
the publie life of the State, and if the
methods T have mentioned are encouraged
here, they will succeed, with the result that
public life in this State will, with the pass-
ing of time, hecome as had as, if not worse
than, the publie life in one other State of
the Commonwealth and in  certain  other
eountries overseas. The prive of politieal
existenee in this State will then depend upon
one’s willingness and  ability  to  diseard
every sense of decency and every skerrick
of principle and indulge in muck-raking
campaigns in the different distriets of the
State. The ordinary amenities of life as
hetweent man and man will hecome com-
pletely impossible.  Deecent men will then
shun the punblic life of Western Australia;
the low-minded and the dishonourable will
then constitute the majority and will take
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control of the machinery of Governnient.
By that time the State will be but a short
step from anarehy and chaos. In my own
mind, I feel reasonably sure that at lenst
sonie members of the Opposition will not
imperil the fufere of the State merely for
the purpose of using the member for Rast
Perth in order to gain some temporary or
early political advantage.

MR. McDONALD (West DPerth—on
antendment) [8.38]: 1f the amendment now
hefore the House is not earried, it is my in-
fentton fo waove a further amendment to
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply which, I think, will meet the situa-
tion more justly than the amendment framed
by the member for Bast Perth, In saying
that [ feel unable to support the amend-
ment, T do so with a full sense of responsi-
hility. T ennsider that the member for East
Perth was well justified in bringing before
the House the matter of unemplovment, and
in initiating a debate whieh, in the end,
should result in benefit for the unemployed
and possibly for the necessitous farmers in
the State. As has heen said by the Leader
of the Nutional Party, I feel that there has
not been placed hefore members sofficient
material to cnable them to form a judgment
on o matter of such importance. With the
Leader of the Opposition, I believe that it
wouldt have heen wiser if the Minister for
Einploymeni had risen earlier in order to
place before the House the facts that he has
lIately given us a% a guide to the real issues
involved in the amendment of the member
for East Perth.

Mr. Lambert: You are paid to get the in-
formation vouwrself. Why do not you get
it?

AMr. MeDONALD: I have listened with
interest to the facts placed before the House
by the Minister for Employment, but I have
not listened with the same interest to the
rhetorie he has displayed or to his re-incar-
nation of the younger Pitt.

AMr. Lambert interjected.

Mr., SPEAKER: Will the member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie refrain from interject-
ing?

Mr. MeDOXNATD: 1 am impressed by this
fael, that the provision of full-time emplov-
ment, if that were possible, or of better con-
ditions for the unemployed and for dis-
tressed farmers, can he achieved only by
cene of two methods or perhaps by both.
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One is by additional lean funds, and [ am
unable to sce any chanece of getting addi-
tional loan funds, because the whele trend
of the finanecial market in Australia during
the last year or two has been to indicate
that loan funds for governmental purposes
are likely to be less plentiful in future
than they have been in the past. If
they are obtained they can ouly be ob-
tained at rates of interest that no country
would wish to pay. The other alternative is
to increase the vates of taxation.  Although
I am fully aware, as the membher for East
Perth has said, that the Roval Commission
on the Disabilities Grant said we were under-
taxed, I have alwavs felt thai that was not
a Tair reflection upon the taxation provisions
in this State.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That was long hefore
the financial emergeney tax was impoced.

Mr. MeDONALD: That is so. That tax
now brings in hetween two and three times
the total amount that is brought in by the
ardinary income fax,

Mr. Raphael: The Chamber of Commnerce
has asked for a reduction in ineome taxa-
tion.

Mr, McDONALD: T do not think that we
can withont careful consideration entertain
the idea of increasing taxation in this State.
Western Australia, perhaps of all the other
States, 15 less able o neet severer taxation.
From the last Commonwealth Year Bool it
will he seen that the average sum per head
in the savings hanks in Western Australia
is Jower than fthe average in anv of the other
States of the Commonwealth with the excep-
tion of the Northern Territory, The average
in this State in 1935 was £24 per head of the
population, and in ane of the other States
it was £39, or more than 50 per cent. above
our average. We are not able to look for an
inerease in loan funds or an increase in
taxation for the provision of the necessary
resources from whieh to give full-time em-
ployment.

My, Lambert: The savings bank is nol a
true barometer of the earnings of the people.

Mr. McDONALD: No one cver said it
was, but it is one of the factors to which any
person looks when he wants to ascevtain the
finrancial position of the people. 1 feel that
the amendment cannot be taken lightly. T
do not regard it as nonsensteal. or as some-
thing that will be taken lightly by the people
to whom it is primarily addressed, namely
those who comprise the part-tine workers
in particular, and those who make up our
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distressed farmers. My reading of the
amendment makes me feel that the meaning
it would convey to the part-time workers is
that the State is ahle to furnizh full work
for all men who are unemployed, and that
those who voted for it were of opiuion that
the State was able to finance full-time work.

Mr. Lambert: Would you vote to ke
tudl-time work statutory?

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. memher does
not cease interjecting | shall have to deal
with him.

Mr. MeDONALD: Nor lhaving the re-
sourees available o the Govermpent, 1 fael
I could not put myselll in the position of
holding out lo the unemployed any promise
of full-time work., [ want to be wnderstood
as not coneurring in all respects with the
policx of the Government on unemployment.
There are many aspects in which henefits
could have heen given in ihe past to the un-
emploved, and in particalar o those whoe
are on sastenanee aud are not in a physieal
condition to do full-time work.

Mr. Lambert: Why dow’t vou indieate
what vou want?

Mr, MeDOXALD : Tn opposing  this
amendment, I an not endorzine any other
aspects of the unemployment poliey of the
Government. | have come to the ronclusion
that, without very much wore consideration,
I would not be prepaved to vote for the
amendment. I helieve that the part-time
workers would read this as meaning that we
were promising them full-time employment.
I think we should be raising in their minds
hopes that we counld not Fulfil.  For that
reason, if this amendment is vejected, I pro-
pose to move another, which T hope will he
aeeepted, to the effeet that the time has now
arrived when the whole position of unem-
ploved workers on relicf work should be re-
viewed, thiz to apply also to necessitons
farmers, with the ohjeet of secing to what
extent their conditions enn bhe improved.

Hon, W. D. Johmson: That has already
heen done.

Mr. MeDOXNALD: We should then see to
what extent we conld give inerensed employ-
ment to those workers who are on part time,
It is said that this has already been done
by the Governmen:, and will he done in the
future. T propose to move this amendment
so that the House may aflirm the principle
for the information of rvelief workers and
farmers, indicating that we recogmise the
time has arrived when the whole position
should be reconsidered. We can then listen
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to the proposals broughi down by the Gov-
crument, and ean determine, in the light of
the information given to us, what best can
he done to assist those who are passing
through a most difficult time, and whom 1t
may he possible fo assist in view of the
recent improvement in conditions, compared
with those which have existed in the past.
I am not going to commit myself to the
amendment as I read it, becauze I do not
think on my interpreiation that we can
fulfil what it would lead the workers to
believe they were zoing to get.

My, Lambert: 1 should like to know
whether the hon. meinther is woing to embody
lis amendment in =pecific terms.

Mr. SPEAKER: | have only one amend-
wment hefore me.

MR. TONEKIN (XNorth-Fast Fremantle—
on amendment) [848}: The member foe
Waest Perth (Mro McDonald} has taken a
reasonable view of the amwudment, and T
congratulate him wpon his fairness, but T
doubt whether he will make muech progress
with the amendmment he has forecast. The
member for East Certhi (Mr. Hughes) re-
avets that the Specch contains no definite
statement that the amounts collected or to
he collected from the financial emergener
tax will be applied to finding full-time em-
ployment.  Tf one were to feel hurt becanse
o1 the abzenee each vear from the Governor's
Speech of a speafic mention of various mat-
ters dear to one's haart, one would be mov-
ing amendments of thiz chavacter with un-
failing regularvity. For example, every year
s Execlleney’s Speech omits things that
we would like to have mentioned. Take the
case of the member for Fremantle (3.
Sleeman). That hon, member would like to
see in the Lient.-Governor’s Speech some
mention that the Government iutend to huild
the Fremantle brideze. But because that pro-
ject iz not mentioned, we do not assume that
the Government have no intention of build-
ing the bridge. We are prepared to accept
the Speech as almost a formal matter. Tt
is well known that in recent vears a custom
has zrown up of monfioning only a few
things in the Speech delivered fo Parlia-
ment. Only a few of the measures under
contemplation find any mention whatever in
it. This Speech does mention that full-time
employment is a definite objective of the
(iovernment. The Speech also foreshadows
measures for uniformity of taxation and for
financial emergeney legislation. I am pre-
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pared to believe thai the Government, de-
spite the faet of there being no mention
of such in the Speech, intend to do every-
thing possible to introduce full-time employ-
ment for the unemployed of Western Aus-
tralia. I wish to tell members opposite that
they have no monopoly of the desire to im-
prove eonditions for the unfurtunate people
who are not yet in full-time employment.
Whence comes this new-found solicitude
apposite for unemployed workers? As the
Minister for Employment has reminded the
House, it was only last session that the
Leador of the Opposition warned the Pre-
nuier not to make relief work too attractive,
because he feared that the farmers would
not be able to get sufficient labour on their
farms, sinee the work they were offering
woulld sutfer greatly in comparison. Ishould
be highly pleased to sce the necessitouns
farmers get more money, because then some
of my constituents at North Fremantle
would receive wages which are still owing
to themn. Some of the young fellows have
had to work on the farms, and as a result
find that they have worked Ffour, five, and
eveén six months withont receiving any pay
whatever. They would certainly benefit if
the necessitous farmrrs received some addi-
tional money.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson : There are not many
cases like that.

Mr. TONKIN: Quite a number.

Ministerial Member: Most of them.

Hon. P. T). Ferguson: That is an insult,

My, TONKIN: It may not be an insuit,
I would welcome the payment of the money
which is owing. What the hon. member
has interjected does not alter the fact that
those young fellows, starting on their first
joh, have had a hitter experience.

Hon, P. D. Ferguson: In other walks of
life men have not heen able to get their
wares.

Mr. TONKIN: What has that to do with
the statement T made?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
ber will address the Chair.

Mr. TONKIN: It does not alter the faet
I have stated. I repeat, T wounld welcome
assistanee to neeessitons farmers because it
would enable them to pay wages due.

Mr. Patrick: Other people, T supposr,
have not been able to rav wages.

Ay, TONKIN: Probably.

Mr. Patrick: Them why pick out the
farmers?

The hon. mem-
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My, TONKIN: Beeause the amendment
mentions farmers, Why was that reference
to farmers added to the amendment of the
member for East Perth? I ean imagine a
kind of dialogue taking place behind the
scenes. No doubt the member for East
Perth approached the Leader of the Oppo-
sition and said, **What about the amend-
ment? Are you going to support it?"’

¥lon, (. G. Latham: That statement is
not trne—not ohe word of it.

Mr. TONTIIN: Very probably the Teader
of the Opposition said, ‘T wm not greatly
concerned about rvelief workers; my con-
cern is for the farmers.”’

Hon. C. G. Latham: My, Speaker, may
I say that T deny that statement?

Mr. SPEAKER: It is only an imaginary
statement.

Mr. TONKIN: I did not say that the
Leader of the Opposition made any such
statement,

Han. C. ¢, Taitham: Na: but you are im-
puting it, which is worse still.

My, TONKIN: I am not imputing anw-
thing at all. T said I was drawing on my
imagination. T am entitled to do that,
whether the hon. member likes it or not.

Hon. C. ¢i. Latham: Do it by all means!

Mr. TONKIN: T am merely imagining
that sueh a dialogue took place. In view
of the statement of the l.eader of the
Opposition that relief work was too attrac-
tive, T ean imagine his saying to the mem-
ber for Bast Perth, *‘Now look, how ean I
in the face of the statement T made previ-
ously Y

Hen. C. . Latham: You will get cnough
of that presently.

My, TONKIN: ““—agk for better condi-
ttons? 1f you will he so good as to tack
these few words on the end, that will salve
my eanscienee, and I ean then come in and
support the amendment.”” No doubt the
matter was amicably fixed up between them
and 50 the words were added to the amend-
ment.

Hon. €. i, Latham: There is some doubt
about it,

Mr. TONKIN: I would like to know how
the necessitons farmers are to get more
money and also how the relief workers are
to get full time, if taxation is not to be
increased ¢

Hon. C. (i. Latham: Change the Govern-
ment,
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Mr. TONKIN: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition sets his face aguinst increase of
taxation. He will not have that at any
price. This is what he had to say last
session abouf increased taxation, when
speaking on the Financial Emergency Tax
Bil|—

I hate this additional taxation.
next year it will be redueed.
Further on, the hon. gentleman said that
he would move for a redunetion then if he
were certain as to the amount of money
which would be raised. The Leader of the
Opposition does not intend to support any
move for increased taxation. He hates
additional taxation. He wanfs money for
necessitons farmers. That muost mean less
money for the unemployed workers. I tell
the Leader of the Opposition that he can-
not have his cake and eat it too.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It all depends on
who makes the cake.

Mr. TONKIN: He must have it one way
or the other. If the necessitous farmers
are to get an oxtra amount of money, then
of course the relief workers must receive

I hope that

less. In view of the fact that the
Leader of the Opposition believed last
session that relief work was even

then too attractive, such a result would
cause him no heart-burning whatsoever. But
it shows hypocerisy on his part when he gets
up here and endeavours to make the Flouse
believe that he is sincere in asking for full-
tine work for the unemployed and for
money for necessitons farmers as well, We
none of us want to be placed in a false posi-
tion, There is not a member on this side
of the Chamber who is not in favour of full-
time work for the unemployed. Voting
against the amendment is not an indication
that we on this side do not want steps taken
to bring about that position. At the las¢
xeneral election the Leader of this Party
atated that one of its objectives was fuli«
time work, That is again stated in the
Speech of His Excellency—that the Gov-
ernment’s objeetive is full-time work. Of
course it is only a matter of commonsenss
that the party representing the workers must
he only too anxious to give them full-time
when the moneyv available makes such a
course possible. I was indeed pleased to
hear the announcement of the Minister for
Employment that a move is to he made to
improve the conditions of the unemployed.
T hope that such a move will prove only a
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foretnnuer to another move which is not
very distant. I trust that before the end;
of the year we shall have reached a posiq
tion where a dehate of this npature will
nat be necessary at all, where the unem-
ployed will he in enjoyment of full-time
work at full basic-wage rates, and where we
shall be able to see some continued im-
provement in the condition of the eountry.
I have no desire to detain the House any
longer, and therefore simply state that I in-
tend to vote against the amendment, not
beeanse I want to deny these people fulk
time work, but because I realise that ihe
amendment as moved is futile and will not
achicve what every member of the House
desires—the carliest approach possible fo the
best conditions which the State can offer.

Amendnment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 14
Noes 23
Majority against 9
Aves,
Mr. Brockman Mr. North
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr, Sampson
Mr. Hil Mr. Shearn
Mr. Hughes Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Keenan Mr, Thern
Mr, Latham Mr. Warner
Mr, MclLarty Mr. Doner
(Teiler.)
Noes.
Mr. Coverley Mr. Negdham
Mr, Croas Mr, Nutsen
Mr, Doutst Mr. Raophael
Mr. Fox Mr. Rodorada
Mr. Hawke AMr. Sleeman
Mr. Hegney Mr, Styants
Mlss Holman Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Jonnson Mr, Troy
Mr. Lambett Mr. Wise
Mr. Marshall Mr., Withers
Mr. McDonald Mr, Wilson
Mr. Munsjs {Teller.)
PAIRS.
AvRS8. NoOES.
Mr, Ferguson Mr. Miltington
Mr. Stubbs sr, Collier
Mr. Patrick My, Willcark
Amendment thus negatived.
MER. McDONALD (West Perth) [94]:

Having placed myself in the position of hav-
ing to vote against the amendment moved
by the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes), I desire to move a further amend-
ment to the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply with the object of assert-
ing how I stand in relation to the position
of the unemployed.

Mr. SPEAKER: May I suggest to the
member for West Perth that he is now
speaking on the Address-in-reply.
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Mr. McDONALD: That may be so, Sir,
but T do not intend, at this stage, to deal
other than with the amendment I propose
to maove,

Mr. SPEAKER: I am mercly drawing
the hon. member’s attention to the fact be-
cause he will have no further opportunity
to speak on the Address-in-reply.

Mr. MeDONALD: And that perhaps
would not maiter a great deal. T am notf
¥ain enough to think that any contribution
I might bring fo the debate would alter the
conrse of the affairs of this State. Neither
do I think that any suggestion 1 could make
would he along the lines of the intentions
of the member for North-East Fremanile
{Mr. Tonkin) and be such that would lead us
ta the millennium. TPossibly it will be so
moch time saved, and I may not he able to
assist the House any further along the path
of progress. I desire to move my
amendment becanse, as the representative of
a constitnency where there reside a great
many people suffering from the effects of
unemployment, I do not want any misun-
derstanding as to the views I take in con-
nestion with any endeavour to place them in
a better position. | am one of those—I am
sure every member is in the same position
—who are impressed every day by the diffi-
eulties through which the unemploved are
passing, and hardly a day goes by but all
are impressed in ind by the desirability
of doing something to put those unfortunate
persons into a better position. It may be
said that the Government have alveady ex-
amined the position regarding the unem-
ploved. I prepared my amendment this
afternoon before T bad the advantage of
hearing the speeches made this evening,
particularly by the Minister for Employ-
ment.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Then why move it
now?

Mr, McDONALD: Some wmay not agree
with me, but T think the opportunity should
be given to members to say that they think
the timc has arrived when the position of
the unemployed and the distressed farmers
throughout the State can he re-examined,

-Hon. W. D. Johnson: Then you doubt the
sincerity of the (iovernment.

Mr. MeDONALD: No, T do not doubt
their sincerity; bui T think members are
entitled te express their opinion that the
time has arrived when the whole position
should be reviewed. If the Minister geis
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up and says that that is alveady being done,
I shall have no objeetion, and in those cir-
cumstances I canpet see that he ean have
any ohjection to the amendment.

Hon. W. I Johnson: But it will have
to go to the vote.

Mr. MeDONALD: The amendment will
ezive wembers an opportunity to express
their viows on the matter, and 1 shall content
inyself with moving it without further com-
ment, Tt is entirely fair. I move an amend- -
ment—

That the following words bhe added to the
Address-in-reply :— “but ax no reference is
maide in Your Excelleney'’s Speech to the posi-
tion of eitizens employed on Government re-
liet works, this Houee is of opinion that the
time has arrived when the Government should
re-examine the whole position of relief workers
and distressed farmers with a view to the im-
provement of their conditions and, as to rclief
workers, with a view to the provision of addi-
tional employment.’’

Hon. W. D. Johnsam: That is exastly

what the Government are doing.
Mr. MecDONALD: It they are, I shall be

very Pleased. I shall not deal with the
matter further.

Mr. SAMPSON: I second the amend-
ment.

THE DEPUTY PREMIER (Hon. M. F.
Troy—Mt. Magnet—on amendment) {9.10]:
Of course there is no truth in the statement
that the Government have made no mention
in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech of the sub-
ject matter of the proposed amendment. If
hon, memhers will read the Lieut.-Governor’s
Speech they will find this statement:—

As finances permit, a vigorous policy of con-
strueting essential publie works is being pur-
suetl, Uirgently needed employment is thus pro-
vided, The supplying of material required has
created increased employment in private indus-
try, and the money thus circulated has helped
very materially in maintaining businesg aetivi-
ties and financinl stability. The vigorous eam-
paign in support of the use of Western Aus-
tralian produets whiclk has proved so success-
ful, will he proseeuted with unabated en-
thusiasm, as it constitutes the most fruitful
means of creating permanent and full-time em-
ployment, a definite ohdiccti\'o of my Ministers,
After listening to the speceh of the Minister
for Employment one would have hardly
thought that this amendment was necessary,
hecause the Minister stressed that the Gov-
crnment had, on a number of oceasions,
given every possible consideration fo im-
proving the conditions of relief workers,
and that they propcsed within the limits
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of the couniry’s meome to give the relief
worker the best possible conditions. That
is the policy of the Government, and we
do hope to improve the condition of relief
workers in the course of a month or so.
It would appear that the member for West
Perth does not accept that statement, be-
cause he casts doubt upon the sincerity of
the Government. He will not accept the
guarantee of the Government, and this
amendment is distinetly a vote of no-confi-
dence in the Government, He said in effect
that he for one did not believe the Minister.
He had heard what the Minister had said,
but he really did not believe him, and be-
eause he did not believe him he moved the
amendment as a challenge and a direct vote
of no-confidence.

Myr. Lambert: He appointed himself a
irial judge.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: It could not
be anything else but a vote of no-confidence.
1 do not propese to repeat what has been
said by the Miuister for Employment. He
has given a verv romprehensive staiement
to the House enunciating the policy of the
Govermment very clemly and frankly, and
I feel eonvineced that the majority of the
House are prepared to take his word for it.
I can understand the embarrassment of the
member for West Perth. I do not want to
atiribute to him any sinister purpose at all;
he is not that sort of man, and so I think
I ecan say he is trying to do his best for
the community, but this is not the way for
it to be done. I admit that the time prob-
ably has arrived in this counfry when we
shonld re-examine the whole position, not
only of unemployment but also the capacity
of the community to mcet this situation—-
the taxation capacity of the people—and
attempt to sum up the resources of this
country. The member for West Perth stated
that we could not boarrow any more money.
He is correet in that. It does not matter
what people may say outside, or what the
member for Fast Perth may say, bhut we
know we ¢annot borrow any moere money.
We are within the Finangial Agreement, and
cannot borrow any further. The member
for West Perth agrees that the community
cannot be taxed any more. If we cannof
borrow any more, and the community can-
not afford to pav ahy more taxation, where
are we? We are just where we were. The
hon. member has not helped us at all. If
a motion be moved in this House later on
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that a commission be appointed to re-
examine the whole position in Western Aus-
tralia, as it affects the gemeral cominunity,
the unemployed man, the distressed farmers,
and the distressed group settlers—let it be
gone into thoroughly and examined closely.
I do not object to that, but this is not the
tine nor the place to do if. The hon. mem-
ber says he has heard all that we have to
say on this side. He agrees that people ¢an-
not pay any more taxation apd that we
cannot get any more loan money. So he
bas not helped us in the slightest degree,
that is, so far as the unemployed are con-
cerned. The Minister for Employment has
given cxpression to the Government'’s reso-
lution and determination, and beyond that
the member for West Perth admits that we
cannot go. The Leader of the Opposition
stated to-night that the Government had not
helped the farmers, and that the farmers
are dragged in here on this amendment. I
think I ean say that if there is any body of
people in this country to-day who are get-
ting more relief than any other body it is
the farmmers,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Not from the pre-
sent Governmeat. '

The DEPUTY PREMIER: The Leader
of the Opposition said the other evening
that all he could find in the way of ad-
vances to the farmers was £48,000.

Hon. €. G. Latham: I did not say ad-
vanees.

The DEPUTY PREMIER : Well, of loans,
£48,000,

Hon. C. G. Lathaiz: Grants to farmers.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: This vear
there was made by the Industries Assistance
Board advanees to farmers totalling
£165,411, refunds of interest £21,657, Agri-
cultural Bank advances £28,468, releases
against stock £22428. So the Government
found this year in advances to farmers no
less than £285,000, and we have provided
£285,000 to no other section of the com-
mumty.

Hon. C. G. Latham: What rate of interest
do you charge?

The DEPUTY PREMIER : These are the
facts produced by the Under Treasurer of
the advances made by the Governmeni.
There is no return showing the interest om
the advances given by the Industries Assist-
ance Board and the Bank, no retmrn show-
ing interest.



Hon. C. G. Latham: Well, there ought to
be.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: Not only do
the taxpayers provide that huge sum of
money for the farmers, but they are now
finding the interest which the farmers can-
not pay, and the aceumulated interest of the
Agrienlturnl Bank farmers is no less than
£2,998,147, or nearly £3,000,000 owing in in-
terest to the Agricultural Bank. And if we
had that £3,000,00 interest we would have
£3,000,000 additional revenue.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You mean to say
you would zet £3,000,000 additional revenne
a year?

The DEPUTY PREMIER : If the farmers
could pay interest we would have nearly
£3,000,000 more to provide. The State Gov-
ernment find the interest on behalf of the
farmers and we have to find an additional
£119,924 a year to pay interest on the over-
due interest. The community is earrying
that load for the farmer. In addition, it
has to be remembered that these advances
made by the Bank may be gifts to the far-
mers, hecause in many instances they will
not be able to repay the money. We know
this beeanze we have been told by the Op-
position that the farmers are so over-bur-
dened with debt that they will be unable to
repay the money. If the farmers do not pay
back the ordinary loan money advanced to
them, they will not repay the assistance
being granted to-day. That will be a dead
loss to the State, except that the farmers
will be kept on the land. The Industried
Assistanee Board have already agreed that
the known losses representing amounts owing
by farmers amount to nearly £1,000,000.
That amount, the board state, will not be
repaid. Those people who complain that
they have reseived nothing have had every-
thing; the rest of the community are earry-
ing them. The mining industry did not re-
ecive similar eonsideration when the opposi-
tion parties were in power. The Mitchell
Government refused to give the Yonanmi
mine a guarantee for £5,000 in order to keep
200 wen at work, but sent those men on
the trek, stating that it was not their busi-
ness to help those people. Yet we help the
farmers to the extent of millions of pounds
and tax the community as a whole in order
to do so. The amount raised by the finan-
cial emergency tax is used to help to pay
interest owing by group settlers and other
clients of the Agricultural Bank.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, . G. Latham: On money that you
have spent there.

The DEPUTY PREMIER.: If those set-
tlers paid their debts to the Government,
then we could do without the financial emer-
geney lax. The proceeds of that tax, how-
ever, are nneessary in order to assist to
make good the amount that those settlers
do not pay. The State Government entered

mto an  agreement with the Federal
Government  to  provide the farmers
with wire netting, but the State Gov-

ernment took all the responsibility for non-
payment or losses. The instalments on wire
netting now due or overdue by farmers
amount to £96,069, and we have to pay the
Federal Government for that. Years ago
the Collier Government installed magniii-
cent water supplies at great vost in the
country. The capital charge of those
sehemes is not charged to the farmers: it
is a charge on the whole of the community.
All that the farmer has to pay is the enst
of reticulation, but water rates are now
in arrears to the amount of £167,706. The
general taxpayers have to find £167,700
from revenue to mect water rates which the
farmers are unable to pay, or have not
paid. Tand rents, exeept those in respect
to repurchased estates, do not represent
money paid out by the Government, Imt
land rents are now in arrears to the amount
of £063841. The Government are find-
ing on behalf of the farmers nearly £5,000,-
000, and have to provide interest on loan
money which the farmers do not pav,

Ay. Warner: But the farmers’ producis
keep the country funetioning.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: Settlers on
repurchased estates have to pay rent, and
the arrears on this aeconnt amount to
£184,24G6. Those arrears of rent have heen
found by the ecommunity. When we con-
sider those figures, ean we understand any
farmer complaining that the Government
have noi heen generons to the industry?
The community in Western Australia is a
small one; they have provided all that as-
sistance to the farmers, and yet we are toid
that the CGovernment have done nothing
for the farmers. The hon. member said we
must find means to relieve the farmers. We
are relieving them to the capaecity of the
State. There is even more to be said. In
the last few months the Government have
written off debts owing by farmers to the
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amount of over £2,000,000, whieh s apart
from sl] the advanees and the reliet pro-
vided. W have written off group settle-
ments £1.700,000, and on account of repur-
chased estates we have recently writien off
£200,000, a total of nearly €2,000,000. The
people of this State will have to bear fhal
Lrden until the liability is removed. Many
people seem to he under the impression that
when we write off a debt, that is the end
of it. The truth is that when we writn off
for the farmer, we write on for the vest
of the eommunity. The vest of (he com-
munity have to meet the interest charges
on_that money until the amount is vepaid.
The Leader of the Qpposilion spoke of what
the Commonwealth Government had done
under the Rural Relief Fund Aet. The
Commonwealth (Glovernment provided €£10-
000,000 to help the farmers of Anstralia to
pray their debts, not to provide new machin-
ery, wire netting or water supplies, or in
such like ways place them on a better foot-
ing. Western Australia s entitled to
£1,200,000 of that maoney, and the trustees
of the Rural Relief Fund Aet are operating
an the account. The position to-day i= that
the trustees have utilised £239,000 of Com-
monwealth moncy to adjust the debts of
811 settlers. Tn vespect to 282 of those 811
scttlers, the Agricultural Bank have writ-
ten off £368,000, or £1,30G6 per settler,
To-day for every Az of Commonwealth
Gavernment money that has been ulilised
in debt adjustment the Agrienlfwral Bank
has furnished 10s. The people ought to be
told the facts. Fverv possible help has heen
given to farmers. Up to June of thiz vear
we authorised the purchase of 8,000 tons of
fodder, and only rerently I gave approval
for the purchase of another 500 tons. We
are assisting farmers every day. 1} is most
ungenerous and wrong to tell the community
that the amendment must be carried to com-
pel the Government to pay attention to this
matter.

Mr. MeDonald:
more machinery.

The DEPUTY PREMTER: The two
elasses of people whn are getting all the help
to-day are made wp of the farmers, and the
men who are emploved in ilie eitv. All our
revenute and loan moneys are disiributed
amongst those people. The grear mass of
the people that we vepresent on the pold-
fields do nat pet 15, They are, however, pay-
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ing the taxes to meet the tremendous lecway
represented by the expenditure on people in
the ity and on the land, who are not paying
rhe taxes. They would not have any great
objection to that if other people would only
reeogmise it.  They will not, however, recog-
nise it. The ery ail the time 1s “give more.”
The amendment suzgests that the Govern-
iment are not dving their duty. The whole
of the resources of the ¢onntry go upon the
farmers and relief workers.  The Govern-
ment are doing their duty to the atmost of
their eapatity, and are deing it more than
any oiher Government in this State has
done its duty.  What did our opponents
do for the farmers? They were hopelessly
impotent and did nuthing. They did not
Lring down legislation to reduce the debts
of the farmers, nor did they give the Agri-
eubtural Bank power to write down lia-
bilities. They talk about the famners re-
ceiving only 30s. a montl, but they did not
eive the farmers £1 a month.

AMr. Sleeman: They «id not even give
them bulk handling.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: No.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It took you three
vears to mnke up yowr mind, and then youn
ot a Royal Conunission to mnke it up for
you.

The DEPUTY PREMTER: Farmers have
said to me, “There is one thing about your
Government; when you say you will do a
thing vou do it, With onr fellows we never
kanow what they will de.” Did the Oppo-
sitiun when in oltire bring down legislation
to reduce dehts, or write off £1,700,000 from
the wuroup settlers? They did none of these
things, and vei they have the temerity to
tell the House that we have done nothing
for the farmers. T propose to speak later
on, as T have not yet exlausted my oppor-
funity.

Hon. C. Gi. Latham: Thank goodness for
that.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: This amend-
wment is entirely unnecessary. 1t suggests
that the Govermment have not done a fair
thinr te the Farmers or the workers. It
15 a delinite challenge to the Government,
amit a vote of nu-runfidience.

Alv. MeBDonald: [t does not suggest thai.

The DEPUTY PPRISMIER : Tt comes Erom
a zcentleman who tols us that we cannot
zet a penny more from loan or faxation or
any other somree, and wvet lie moved rn
amendment of this character.

My, MeDonald: T did not say that.
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The DEPUTY PREMIER: The hon.
member suggested that we could not get
more money, and he would not support the
aniendment of the member for East Perth
because he said it was insincere,

Mr. MeDonald: T did not say that either.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: Because it
convayed to the people that they could get
relief that they could not get. Is that the
position?

Mr. MeDonald: Yes.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: He went on
to say that if he veted for the amendment
it would convey to the people that they
could get from the Government what the
Government were not in a position to give.
Like an. honourable man he said he would
not vote for it, and he did not do so.
The Leader of the National Panty and
the Leader of the Opposition know
the facts just as well as he does.
When the Lender of the Opposition was
in office he was helpless. The best thing
that could happen is that a responsible man
like the member for West Perth (Mr. Me-
Donald) should he clected Leader of the
Oppeosition. There i1s no hope for members
opposite unless they have a responsible man
who will face the faets. They want a
man who will not throw dust in the eyes
of the people. The member for Nedlands
{Hen. N. Keenan) told the people that the
Government were rushing the elections be-
cause they had n lig defieit. e said the
finances were in a dreadful coundition and
that we were rushing the clections becaunse
we were in a helpless condition, He did
noft know a word ahont it. The fact that
we had a surplus shows that he was wrong
and did not tell the truth. The staiement
was good enongh for eleetion time.

Mr. SPEAKIER: The Minister had better
get baek to the amendment,

The DEPUTY TREMIER: His vote to-
night was given merely to embarrass the
Government. Lle wanted to pull the Gov-
ernment down by some means. He did not
care twopence for the amendment moved
by the member for Kast Perth. 1 do not
say that the member for West Perth (Mr,
MeDonald) is not facing the faets, but the
amendment does repudiate the promise
made by the Minister for Employment, and
does challenge the (lovernment on the point
of their sincerity. On behalf of the (lov-
ernment 1 eannot nceept the amendment.

[ASSEMBLY]

HON. . G. LATHAM ({York—on amend-
ment) [9.37]: I do not know wheiher you,
Mr. Speaker, are going to allow me to
wander all over the place as you allowed
the Deputy Premier to do.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a reflection on
the Chair,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I propose to deal
with what the Deputy Premier has said.
He took me to task for daring to suggest
that the Government have not done any-
thing for the farmers. I will read from
page 26 of the last report, dated 30th June,
193G, of the Agrieultural Bank Commis-
sioners. The Minister says he has inside
information. On the bottom of that page
there is a section dealing with advances
made to ordinary borrowers and group sei-

tlers. These figures appear for the year
ended the 30th June, 1836—
£
Purchase of stock 3,205
Purchase of machinery 1,861
Effecting improvements 3,071
Capitalisation of interest 22,772
Miscellaneons advances 6,348
Cropping advances 11,302
Fees for registration or secur-
ities 493
£49,742

The Deputy Premier: What about the
I.AB.?

Hon. €. 4. LATHAM: In that connec-
tion the amounts advaneced have heen small.
Most of the money has been advanced on
settlements which took place whilst the
Deputy Premier was Minister for Lands.
Most of it was advaneed in the mining areas
known as South Southern Cross, and the
other mining areas known as North Kalan-
nie.

The Deputy Premier: This year’s ad-
vance was apart from that.

Hon. C. ¢. LATHAM: I know. Most of
the settlements that were effected whilst
the Deputy Premier was Minister for Lands
hefore took place in very doubtful rainfall
areas, if there are such areas in the State.
Most of the had settlements took place be-
cansc of that hon. gentleman’s poliey.

The Depuiy Premier: You are a great
bluffer.

Hon., . G. LATHAM: The statement is
true. Who settled the 3,500-farms scheme
in what is called the lake country? The
hon. gentleman did, and of course a large
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stuin has had to be written off. Wheo settled
the South Southern Cross areal? The hon
wentleman d¢id.

The Deputy Premier: Who settled the
Esperance areaf

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The hon. gentle-
man’s Government did. Who built the rail-
way there? The l.abour Government who
are  the present occupants of the
Treasury hench. They settled that country,
and made a calamify of it. Last year the
Agricultural Bank wrote off in respeect of
that settlement no less a sum than £463,000.

The Deputy Premier: What? In Esper-
ance?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, Esperance.

The Deputy Premier: Sir Jamoes Mitchell
built the Esperance railway.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: As a matter of
fact, the final section of that railway was
built by the present Government out of the
Development and Migration Commission’s
money, the cheap money. Esperance is dealt
with in a report hy appointees of the Gov-
rrnment.

The Deputy Premier: The Roval Com-
missioners on the Agricultural Bank?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Not at all. T list-
ened to the hon. gentleman. Now he is going
to have a Royal Commission to innuire into
the Government's policy. In reply to the
member for West Perth {(Mr. MeDonald)
the Deputy Premier said, “You ean have an
inquiry by representatives of this House and
another plare, an inquiry into everything”
We have been living on Royal Commissions
for the last three years. Now we ave to
have a Royal Commission to inquire into
the policy of the present Government. All
the money written off has been written off
on aceount of the blunders of the present
Government. The great bulk of the money
advanced in the group settlement areas was
advanced while the present Ministers were
on the Treasury bench, I wish members of
the Chamber knew more about land settle-
ment. During the vears 1924 to 1927 a mil-
lion annually was spent there—spent while
the Minister for Lands was a member of the
Government.

Mr. SPEARER: Are those scfilers dis-
tres«ed farmers?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes. Let no mis-
take he made ahout that. T am snrprised
that memhers representing group settlers are
prepared still to support a Government with
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a group settlement policy so bard that wire
nzils ean be made out of it.

Mr., Withers: Name one group setilement
supporting the Government!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : The group settlers
sapported the Government untll they got
abselutely sick of supporting them. Tven
to-day the group settlers are some of the
worst-treated people in any Western Aus-
¢ralinn industry. The Deputy Premier would
have the House helieve that these men can
make money out of nothing. Naturally they
have to enrn an meome befove they can pay
interest. Does the Minister’s statement con-
vey anvthing to the House? Does he blame
the farmer? Surely the condition of the
farming industry is the cause of the present
position, the low prices which have been rulk-
ing for the farmer’s commodities. Is there
any body of individuals employed in any
Western Australian industry who have made
the sacrifices made by the wheat farmers of
this State sinee 19307 Members opposite
representing farmers know the saerifices
made by them. The Depuoty Premier says,
“Look at that three-qnarters of a million
of money '’ He even suggests that the nat-
ter confd be so manipulated that if he got
the interest, he would have three millions
more of money, Money advanced by the
Industries Assistance Board has not all been
lost. It was used for Ihe purpose of paying
land rents, various Government eharges, and
also charges on land that bhad reverted to
the Crown, having been sold over and over
again,  The Government have added to their
revenue from that sonrce. The Industries
Assistince Act orviginally introduced by the
member for Guildford-dMidland {Hon. W. 1.
Jolmson) produced threc-quarters of a wmil-
lion pounds during the very first vear of
its operation—in the form of land rents,
water eharges, and Agricultural Bank inter-
est. That statement is absoluotely true, and
L can verify it. For the Deputy Premiew
to say that the farmer iz not doing his
whaek is utterly wrong. ‘The farmer has
done a great deal to help the people of West-
ern Australia. The city has been built out
of his efforts, No less than £90.000,000 has
Leen hrought to this State in oversea capi-
tal by the farmer's exports—a terrific snm.
All those magnificent huildings whieh have
come intn existence in Perth during the last
fow vearz have heen buili ont of the work
of the farmer.

The Deputy Premier; And out of the min-
inz industry.



282

Hen, C. G. LATHAM: T suppose the hon,
gentleman will hoast about the million and
a quarter going overseas to pay dividends
to investors. Does that money come here?
I will admit that there is a conneetion he-
tween all industrics and all labour in the
country distriets, and that all these factors
go to build up the eity. The statement is
justified because the back eountry builds up
the city; but let ns not deery the furmer
simply beeause his industry does not per-
mit ki to make intercst pavments, We
should sympathise with him. Hon. members
know we sympathised with men whe found
themselves owt of employment. While sit-
ting opposite we did everything possible for
those men.

Mr. Sleeman: They got plenty of svm-
pathy from you, but nothing else.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: We gave them
all the money we could find, and we got
very little thanks for it. It was omr Gov-
ernment that set up the high payments to
unemployed.  Our policy did that, not the
policy of the present Government. The pre-
sent Govermment have nerely continued our
system.  The avulanche of unemployment
wltich came upon opr CGovernment was so
zreat as to make it impossible to find work
for all the men, and =0 they had to be given
sustenance. T{ was our policy that gave to
part-time relief workers £1 per week above
the sustenanee rale of 7s. per unit. How
much have the payments to them been iu-
creased by the present Government? Very
litsle indeed. The nnemployed were to have
full-time employment for a certain period,
and then sustenance whilst stood down, ac-
cording to the present Government. Bulb has
that policy been carried out?  Certaindy
not. Tt may be that the present CGovern-
ment were unable to carry it out, but stil
those promises were maide. Every time the
Minister for Lands gets up in this House
and condemnns the farmers for not doing
something that they are not able to do, T
shall eross swords with him. All I am sorry
for is that the farmer finds himself in such
a plight that he has to go to the like of the
Minister for Lands to ask for time. All
the money that the Minister has talked
about is eharged amainst the farmer’s land.
Who pays the debts of this country? The
fmen engaged in our primary industries.
They are the only ones who cannot pass
charges on. The manufacturer of goods puts
all his taxation on to the price of his goods,
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and of course collects it from the purchasers.
But the man who has to depend on oversea
markets for his surplus is the unfortunate
man who pays the piper every time. I get
extremely disgusted when I hear hen. mem-
bers deerying the £armers and saying they
will not pay wages. The farmer is as hon-
est s uny other man in the community.
If the farmer does not pay his employees
in sowe instances, it is because he finds he
is unable to do =o, bui that seldom happens.
To talk about men on the land desiring to
employ hands at low rates is ridiculous.
Members sitting on the Government cross-
henches have from time to time mutilated
the staleent I made in that regard, and
they have done it for the purpose of leading
the publie to mizunderstand me. They know
very well that when I said we should not
make the conditions applying to sustenance
workers too attractive, T was referring to
single men. 1 {ell Government members that
to-dav single men ave not getting any help
from the Govermment at all. I have endeav-
oured repeatedly to oot assistanee for them,
but T have been pointedly vefused and told
by the Minister that it was not the funetion
of the Government to assist them. Those
single men c¢an sleep on the Esplanade; they
can cover themselves swith newspapers as
they were doing when we took offices they
ean serateh for food wlere they can get it!

Alr, And that was too attrac-
tive!

Hon. (", (i. LATHAM: Members opposite
can malke capital out of my statement that
our incustrics should he able to get sueb
labour ns they ean carry. T do not care one
iota what they say. I am not depending
on my position in this House for an exist-
ence, bul if they think they can hound me
out of publi¢c life by making mis-statements
about me. they can go for their lives,

The Deputy Premier: Sob-stuff.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is not. The
Minister talked about some statements that
were made by the member for East Perth
(Mr. Hughes), but I have heard some of
the filthiest statements made by him and
hurled at us.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
her is getting away from the subjeet.

The Deputy Premier: On a point of order,
the Y.eader of the Opposition has not heard
me make filthy statements: I do not make
them.

Slecman:
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: May I iell the
Deputy Premier some of them, and he can
judge for himself.

Mr. SPEAKFR: XNo, I will draw the hon.
member’s aftention to the fact that he is
well away from lhe amendment.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then I will return
to it. 1 am not here for my remarks to be
misreported and misinterpreted by members
npposite. I have always honoured my word.
T am not like some public men who say that
should the necessity arise, they will break
their word; I will not do so. The workers
will always get a fair deal from me while 1
am in publie life, irrespective of the side of
the House on which I may be sittine. When
we talk about the farming community, I de-
plore the spectacle of a Minister tell-
ing us that the State has lost all this
money, when, in point of faet, any such
loss was caused by the muddling of the De-
puty Premier himself. The group settle-
ment scheme is 3 monument to maladminis-
tration. Does the Minister pretend to tell
me that the group settlers received the bene-
fit of £1,250,000 spent, year after year, for
three years? When the Minister took over
the Lands Department, he spent £780,000
during the first vear he was there.

The Deputy Premier: On them?

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: No, not on them;
you squandered it. Of course that money
was not spent on the farmers. Then a mag-
naminous Government came along and wrote
it off. The ex-Premier made the statement
on one occasion, “We advanced £7,000,000
and we wrote off £4,000,000.’’ That was not
a statesmanlike utterance, although I give
Mr. Collier the credit for being a very good
man in public life. Moreover, if that was
bis statement, the fanlt was not his but that
of his Ministers. To-day one of the worst
settlements we have to handle—I do not de-
sire to break the hearts of the people there
—is the one south from Southern Cross
where the miners were placed on holdings.
It eertainly was a pity to put men, who
were entitled to hetter treatment, on such
land. Tt is for the purpose of assisting
those farmers that the Minister for Lands
is getting a little of his own back. He will
get a great deal more when we discuss tke
Estimates, for by that time I shall have been
gble to go into the matter more fully and
shall supply the facts, which practice I like
to adopt. There was the 3,500 farm scheme
that the Minister repudiates to-day, but the
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faet remains that those men were put there
during his administration, and the undertak-
ing was given them, not In writing but
verbally, was that they would receive £1,500
per form. We know all the facts; that
was the implied provision that was made
for those settlers wha arve engaged in an
industry that has dene so much for the
State in the past. ‘Those men (ind them-
selves in the position, due to the fuci that
the price of their eommodity is so low, that
they cannot make ends meet. Tet us be
svmpathetie, and let them feel that we who
are in charge of the affairs of State will

give them reasonable and sympathetie
treatment. The State will reap the bene-

fit. Members who represent Fremantle eon-
stituencies know very well that the most
prosperous time for the workers there was
when they had the greatest quantity of
wheat to handle.

Mr, Sleeman: And now you are killing
them with dunst.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The member for
Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman) refers to dust
in eonnection with bulk handling of wheat,
but he does not say that the Labour Gov-
ernment introduced the system of handling
cement in bulk, only to make the deelaration
later, “We have done wonderfully well be-
cause the scheme has saved us a lot of
money.”

Mr. SPEAKER: The hen. member is
getting away from the amendment again.

Hon, €. G. LATITAM: If it were not for
the bulk handling faeilities, more men
would be employed handling wheat, but
would we get any financial advantage from
that? Of course not. From a Gevernmen-
tal point of view, what does it matter about
a little bit of ecement? When the interests
of our main industry are at stake and we
can save £250,000 in the purchase of sacks
from the Caleutta market, surely we should
¢ffect that saving. The hon. member sug-
aests that we did not promote bulk hapd-
ling, but the Facts are that we did all we
possibly could. Then the Minister had his
leg pulled by the company, which enabled
him to publish a certain letter during the
clection campaign. These improvements
did deprive men from getting employment
from that particular souree, but progress
will force itself upon us irrespective of
whether we desire it or not. I make this
appeal on behalf of those who are engaged
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in industry in adverse and unflortunate
conditions. At least let us be generous
and endeavour to ascertain what we can
do for them. I de not wani te be on the
Treasury Bench, but 1 want the Govern-
ment to be sywmpathetic to people who are
engaged in our prineipal industry.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-Mid-
land—on amendment) [9.58]: I suggest to
the member for West Perth {Mr. MeDonald)
that he does not proceed with his amend-
ment, but asks leave to withdraw it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: He will not get
the chance.

Hon. W, I. JOHNSON: I would rathar
the Leader of the Opposition forced the
amendment on the House than the member
for West Perth who deservedly has a repu-
tation for not being mixed up in political
triokery. The amendment is a political
trick. The member for West Perth may
have heen perfectly unconscious of what he
was doing when he drafted the amendment.
When doing s0, I do not think he quite real-
ised the effeet it would have on other mem-
bers. The position T submit to hin is that
when the member for Xast Perth (Mr.
Hughes) moved his amendment, the former,
when analysing it, diseovered, as he has
already explained, that it would be
wrong to support it, as it would amount to
conveying {o part-time workers that they
wowld derive some assistance that it wonld
he diffieult to provide. Not having detailed
information he hesitated, and gave the rea-
son why he did so. After analysing the
position he decided he must get out of the
difficulty somehow, snd this afternoon he
drafted the amendment now before the
House. The member for West Perth forpets
that he will put some members in a worse
position than that in which he finds himself.
I do not think he intends to foree anyone into
that predicament. When he drafied fhat
amendment this afternoon he must have
known the Government were busy in regard
to a review of the position on the very lines
suggested by the amendment. I am speaking
of a review of that portion of his amend-
ment dealing with sustenance workers. At
a party meeiing in the early stage of this
session we were informed that the Govern-
ment were giving special atiention to the
question of getting away from pari-time
employment and I was anthorised to make
an official statement to the public that that
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was recelving special consideration, and had
been specially debated at the party meeting.
The member for West Perth must have
known that, because it was in the publiz
Press, and it must have convinced him that
that Government were applying themselves
on exachly the lines of his amendment.
Finding hiwself in diflienlties, he drafts his
amendment in face of all those faets and
the Minister for Employment tells him de-
finitely that the Government are doing
exactly what he suggests should be done.
And his amendment, as the Leader of the
House ltas explained, eusts doubt on the
sincerity of the Governmeni and questions
whether they are really geing to do what the
Minister zays they are doing at the moment.
The Minister even went to the lenpth of
saying when the improved conditions would
come into operation. What does this amend-
ment mean? It means that we are ealled
upon to vote on an amendment of no-corn-
fidence in the Government beeause they will
not do what they say they are doing, I
submit to the member for West Perth that
that is not a reasonable position in which
to put any of us. I know he did not intend
it but it is a very old politieal triek, that of
anticipating what the Government are going
to do and then moving a motion suggesting
that it be done; so that the Opposition gets
the credit of any improved condition that
is given to the people. That is exactly what
the hon. member suggests. He suggests that
we vole on the amendment so that he will
gat the wcredit of having suggested what
the  (Government are already doing.
If we vote for the amendment,
we vote with him as not having con-
fidence in the Government’s statement, as
not believing that the work is being done,
and not giving credit to the statement that
the improved econditions will come into
operation on or about the 5th October. If
we vote against the amendment, we are
open to be aceused of denying improvements
to the eonditions of the people concerned;
not immediately, because at present it is in
the public mind; but after it has gone out
of the public mind, ‘‘Hansard'’ will be
produced to prove that on a certain date
we voted against improved conditions for
the relief workers. I urge the hon. mem-
ber to realise exactly where he is placing
membhers, He found his difficnlty and tried
to overeome if, but in face of what the
Minister has stated this afternoon, he is
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placing s in a worse position than that in
which he found himselt. 1 soggest to him
that he does not trv to fuvrce the amend-
ment,

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. J. S. Wise—Gascoyne—on amend-
ment) [10.4]: Briefly, I desire to clarify
the position in connection with the dis-
tressed farmers in a certain area, to which
the Leader of the Upposition a few min-
utes ago briefly referred. I desire to cor-
reet a possible misinterpretation of some-
thing that he said, and I (eel he will have
no objeetion to that because it will be
supplying the true facts of the ease. 1
refer to the aren known as the Tsperance
settlement, which the Leader of the Oppo-
sition accdused the present Minister for
Lands of having initiated. It is very clearly
set ont in Part TI. of the report of the
Agricaltural Bank Commissioners, not only
who initiated that settlement, but who in-
sisted that that settlement be carried on.

Mr. Marshall: H. K. Maley found it and
declared it a new province.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is very clearly set out that on the 25th
February, 1920, the then Minister for
Lands, who had the support of the present
Leader of the Opposition, sent a very defin-
ite statemenf—

Hon. C. G. T.atham: I was not here. Never
mind, go on.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
—to those in conirol of land settlement
at that time, and it was signed by Sir James
Mitehell, the then Minister for Lands, that
in" connection with the Esperance-Mallee
area, it was to be an instruction to proceed
with the subdivision of the Mallee lands at
once; dams were to be put down and cer-
tain areas to be cropped. Objection was
at once raised by the late Mr. A. R. Rich-
ardson, then chairman of the Industries
Assistance Board, who said the members
of the hoard must disclaim all responsi-
bility for the loss and disappointments,
which they considered must incvitably fol-
low the settlement of that area, which was
pushed on by the then Minister for
Lands. So it is quite idle and useless for
the Leader of the Opposition to say that
the present Minister for Lands initiated
that settlement, or had anything to do with
it,
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Hon. €. L. Latham: 1 did not say ‘‘initi-
ated ™’ it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member said the present Minis-
ter for Lands was responsible for the Es-
perance settlement,

Hon, €. (i, Latham: Yes, I will show you
presently,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Following on the objection by the them
chairman of the Industries Assistance Board,
a further instruction was given as follows:—

You cannot he held responsible for any fail-

ure of the lund to do what is expected of it.
(Sgd.} The Minister for Lands.
The disaster that befell those men who were
forced into that district fo take up land
which was in doubt at that time was saved
from being a ccwmplete disaster by the action
of the present Minister for Lands who re-
constructed that area—by the offieers imme-
diately in contrel, and by direction of fhe
present Minister for Lands. The Leader
of the Qpposition knows that, so why should
he endeavour to mislead the House by say-
ing that the present Minister for Lands
initiated that seftlement.

Hon. C. G. Latham: No, I said be waa
responsible for it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
And the only settlement possible in that
district has been made possible by the re-
construction initiated by the present Min-
ister.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth—on amend-
ment) [10.8]: T feel that all the abuse that
has been burled upon me during this debate

as not heecn without result because for the
first time in the last decade the position of
the unemployed has been disenssed before
this Chamber and viewed from various
angles. T do not quite understand why the
member for West Perth is worried about the
application of the previons amendment. We
must realise that there are new standards
abroad, and even at the risk of having the
epithets hurled at me that T had from the
Leader of the House, who in his speech
likened me to a man he knew whose domestic
life was rotten—yet the Minister said be
never made filthy statements—I could say
something particularly nasty to the hon.
member if I cared to get on to the question:
of domestic life. In addressing himself to
the amendment, the Leader of the House
referred to my domestic life and I hope I
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will not be precluded from answering his
remarks.

Mr. SPEAKER: T ean nssure the hon.
member he is not going 1o address himself
to any of the speechrs made on the pre-
vious amendment, but is poing to nddress
himself to this amendment. He ean make
up his mind abont that.

Mr. HUGHES: Well, I will answer the
Leader of the House on that nspect in pub-
lic at any time and at any place, and will
not run off to New Zealand at the public
expense if he acecepts the challenge.

Mr. SPEBAKER: The hon. member must
confine his remarks to the amendment., T
hope I shall not have to keep getting on my
feet to tell him so.

The Deputy Premier inferjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Minister
should know better than to interject, especi-
ally when the Speaker is on his feet.

The Deputy Premier: I am soiry.

Mr. HUGHES: Of course I how to your
ruling, Mr. Speaker. The Leader of the
House said that from only two sourees could
we get additional money for the relief of
the nnemployed and part-time workers and
necessitous farmers, and he said that hoth
of those avenues are dried up. I say the
hon, gentleman is entirely wrong. As is
verv ably demonstrated by Lloyd George in
his hook on ““War Debts and Reparations,”
there is no limit to the distribution of
wealth by means of internal taxation and
internal borrowing. So long as we are not
abliged to go to foreign countries to borrow
money, those sources of wealth are not dried
up. We were told that the member for Ned-
lands is receiving £6,000 per annum, If the
hon. member is receiving that amount and
a so-called Labour Government is compel-
ling a man to keep a wife and two children
on 52z, a week, is it not time that we used
the legislative machinery to compel the hon.
member to disgorge some of this £6,000 per
annum? Tf [ have four well-paid jobs, as
the Minister for Employment asserted, some
of my employers must be doing what has
been alleged against the farmers—default-
ing. Tf I have four well-paid employments,
why do not the Government bring in taxa-
tion to eompe! me to discorge some of my
earnings for the benefit of less-fortunate fel-
Jow-citizens? 1 will swap my estate to-mor-
row, assets and liabilities, with any member
on the Government side of the House.

Mr. Marshall: T will take you on.
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M. HUGHES: The hon. member has
five ehildren, but the youngest of them will
he earning before my eldest is earning. Tt
is said that the member for West Perth (M.
MeDonald) will get nowhere by the investi-
gation le proposes. T submit that every
diseussion we have in this !ouse, every
effort we mmake to get the ecommunity to
realise their obligntions to the less forlunate
citizens is in the interests of those people
and is getting us somewhere. The member
for Guildford-Midland (Mon. W. D. John-
son) need not worry about the wember for
West Perth elaiming the eredit, hecause T
assure him that if [ had not launched the
P'revious amendment, the member for West
Perth would not have launched this one.
As regurd: petiing money from the Federal
Governminent, it is absurd to say that the
Loun Council are liuniting us to what we are
receiving af present. As a matter of fact
they are providing a £1,000,000 deficit for
Queensland this year. At the receni meet-
ing of the Loan Council the Prime MMinister
stated that arrangements had bheen made to
borrow £31,000,000 in the previous year,
but owing to inability to spend it they had
had to carry over £5,000,000.

Mr. Lambert: No, £3,000,000.

The Deputy Premier: That is something
new.

Mr. HOGHES: It was published in the
“Woest Auvstralian™ that they had a carry-
over of £3,000,000 snd the Labour Premier
of Queensland asked for funds to meet a de-
fieit of £1,000,000. It is ahsurd for Ministers
to say that, if we ineur any more liahilities,
the Loan Council will not finance them. There
is no need for the Loan Couneil to finance
them. Ultimately the continuous borrowing,
not only in Australia, but in other parts of
the world, will eanse such a stage to he
reached that nations will repudiate through
sheer inability to carry the load. I do not
suggest that we should evade our responsi-
lrilities by borrowing money abt high rates
of interest aud passing the burden on to
posterity.  We should be prepared to re-
adjust matlers by means of a redistribution
of wealth through taxation. I would sooner
see no one above the basic wage than I
would sec one man below it. TIf it is neces-
sary to take from me, who have four well-
paid jobs, aceording to fthe gentleman who
discovered a filth-factary in Wast Poerth and,
Y amm happy (o say, removed it when he
departed, then a way is vpen to the Govern-
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ment to do it. [ have one job at £600 u year
&s a member of Parliament and I am payving
financial emergency tax at the rate of 9d.
in the pound, exactly the same rate as is
being paid by a man on £400 a year. 1 sav
that I should be paying 1s. in the pound. The
Government have said that a man on £5 «
week must pay 3d. in the pound and a man
on £6 a week must pay 6id. in the pound.
Oun that line of rea<oning I should be paving
1s. on £600, and [ woenld gladly ypay i,
too, provided I knew it would be applied for
the relief of people less fortunate than miy-
self. But T have strong objection to the
procecds of the rax being used ns monev
is being used at preseni to give Ministers
on the Treasury hench another £6, £7 or £8
a week. The (overnment found £100,000
this year in order to inerease the salaries
of people in receipt of over £10 a week.
Then members have the aundacity to say
they are sympathetic to the unemployed.
We heard about hypocrisy to-night.  We
heard about the hyproecrisy of the Leader
of the Opposition in supporting iy amend-
ment. I say in defence of the hon. member
that that was not a sign of hypoerisy; it
ras a sign of intellectual evolution. We
have plenty of money in this State. 1 do
not know whether [ shall be in order in
quoting from the Press of to day.

Mr, SPEAKER: No, the hon. member is
ot allowed to vead a newspaper in this
House.

Mr. HUGHES:
noticed in  the

have
that

Members  may
“West  Australian”
whereas for Auvgust of last wvear
the Treasury showed =a defiesit in  the
vielnity of  £30,000, for Auvgust of
this  year there is a  slicht surplus
This indicates that the Treasury is burst-
ing with money, literally bursting with it.
The conversion of a substantial deficit for
a month into a small surplus is more than a
little burst. There must be plenty of
money.

Mr. Withers: People are gencrally better
off on pay-day than they are the week after.

Mr, HOGGHES: What particular pay-day
does the 31st Amgust represent in (Govern-
ment affairs? What partieular pay-day is
there about that date which does not equally
apply to the 30th Septemher? The Deputy
Premier talked about the money they had
written off on aceount of the farmers. That
was only making a virtue of necessity. The
money was written off group settlement
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because it was a bad debt. The people of
the State had to pay that and are paying
it. He talks about writing down five
millions. Last vear, from the financial
emergeney  tax, the Government recveived
nearly €830,000, aud I'rom the hospital tax
nearly £200,000.

Hon. C. G. Latham: £206,000,

Mr. HUGHES: That represcnis over a
million pounds in revenue that the Gov-
ernment reecived last year.

The Deputy Premier: Tt is all spent.

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister increasen
his own salary £6 vr £7 a week. To give
him this inerease, he increased the salary
of everyone else receiving over £10 a week.
L du not object to the Minister increasing
hi= own salarv. It he could say that no
one was reeciving below the basic wage,
then Ministers would be entitled to ther
pre-depression salaries. But they have got
the increase at the expense of the unem-
ploved in the metropolitan area. If thew
had not received these increases, another
£100,000 more per annum would have been
available, In ovder to give these inereases,
they had to allow the linaneial emergeney
measare to lapse.  The result was that
everybody earning over £500 a year had
his pre-depression salary restered. On the
showing of the previous Treasurer, that
cost the countvy £06U,000 for six months.
We hear a lot abont hypocerisy, and about
not being able to apply a wages tax to the
reliel’ of the unemploved. That was char-
aeterised as political hypoerisy. In 19332
when the attempt was lirst made to estab-
lish o wages tax, the member for Gerald-
ton {Hon. J. C. Willeock), aceording to
“‘Hansard™" of the 20th October of that
year moved an amendment, that a trust
fund be established at the Treasury and
expended in providing work for the unem-
ployed. That hon. gentleman is now the
Premier. He moved that a wages fax be
imposed and earmarked exclusively for the
relief ofs the uneinployed. Ie said that a
wages tax should be established as a trust
fund and used for no other purpose fhan .
this. He was supported by a number of
members, I will read the division list on
the side of the ayes showing that the fol-
lowing members voted for this amendment:
Messrs. Coverley, Corboy, Cunningham,
Hegney, Johnson, Kenneally, Lamond, Mar-
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shall, Millington, Sleeman, ¥. C. L. Smith,
Troy, Wansbrough, Willeock, Withers,
Nulsen and Miss Hoiman. The pairs were
Messrs. Wilson, Coliier, MeCallum and
Panton. 1In 1932 all these gentlemen con-
sidered that a wages tax should be used
exclusively as a trust fund for the relief
of the unemployed. In 1936, when the
emergency tax fund exceeds £800,000, all
these gentlemen say, ‘It is nonsensical to
endeavour to make this a trust fund for
the relief of the unemployed.’’ That is
hypoerisy. No one can take any exception
if I use strong langnage in the House, be-
canse I have been the subject of abuse
under Parliamentary privilege for the last
three years. 1 do not desire to use Par-
liamentary privilege. If I had my way, I
would aholish it, and make a man just as
responsible for what he says on the floor
of the House as when he says it outside.
I would make members stand up to what
they say in the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
getfing away from the amendment.

Mr. HUGHES: Those gentlemen who in
1932 wanted a wages tax converted into a
trust fund for the relief of the wnemployed,
in 1936 say it is nonsensical,

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: They were in Op-
position then.

Mr. HUGHEES: They have every right
to their opinion, but I objeet to them
accusing of political hypocrisy other people
who elaim that this money should be em-
ploved for the very purpose for which mem-
bers opposite said in 1932 it should he em-
ployed. The unemployed nnfortunately have
been the plaything of polities for the last
six vears. The Deputy Premier says to-
dav the Government have not the money to
provide fuoll-itime work. AMoney that now
comes into the hands of the Government is
over a million and a half in excess of what
it was three years ago. He says they have
no money, and yvet three years ago when the
wages tax was producing only £200,000 they
issned a cirenlar telling the unemployed they
would give them three months full-time work,
and sustenance during standing-down. Not
one of the unemploved has had that promise
fulfilled.

Mr. Hegney: Yes, they have.

Mr. HUGHES: They have had full-time
work lasting one week in six.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, Raphael: [ ¢an quote one man, namely
Marshall of Carlisle.

Mr. HCGHES: One solitary man.

Mr. Raphael: 1 eould give you a hundred.

Mr. HUGHES: One man on full-time
work uwotwithstanding that the unemployed
were promised three months’ full-time work
and snstenanee during the stand-down. If
the Government can give full-time work to
Marshall of Caclisle, why not to the workers
of East Perth? Why this favouritism to
the Vietorin Park electorate?

Mr. Raphael: They might not want full-
time work in East Perth,

Mr. HUGHES: That is a poor old get-
out, Why does this man Marshall of Car-
lisle get full-time work? He may he re-
lated to some one of more importance than
Marshal) of Carlisle. He might be a rela-
tive of the member for Murchison.

Myr. Marshall: He is not related to me,
anyhow! .

Mr. HUGHES : The Government got out
of that promise by saying they had not the
money to give these people full-time work.
They want us now to aceept, without quali-
fieation, the hoard’s statement that on the
5th Oetober something is going to he done—
they do not tell us what. If we sit down
till the 5th October and then want to know
something in this House, they will say,
*Why didn’t you take the matter up on the
Address-in-reply?’ That was how, when
I tried to earmark the money, they hid he-
hind the Standing Orders. We wounld not
be justified in waiting tll the 5th October.
According to Treasury figures, we are now
getting a surplus where we used to have a
deficit. We ought fo be told immediately
what is the Government’s plan of relief, be-
cause we have bad painful experiences in
taking the Government’s word in respect of
unemployment. The member for Guildford-
Midland (Hon. W. D. Johnson} pleads with
the member for West Perth not to press
the amendment, because it will place some
members in an awkward position. The mem-
ber for West Perth is doing a public ser-
viee when he is making other members show
in this House whether or not they are sym-
pathetic to the unemployed.

Mr. Fox: But that hon. member will not
agree to additional taxation.

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member inter-
jecting will not go as far as 1s. in the pound
for himself. Will he go to 5s. in the pound
for the man on £60 » week? I have risked
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your displeasure, Mr, Speaker, time aud
again in trying to extract from the hon.
member how far he will go. Why should
the Government hesitate, without reference
to anybody on this side of the Chamber?
Why this sndden solicitude For the wealthy
men on thie side of the House? If the
money s needed for the relief of unem-
ploved workers and distressed farmers, mem-
bers opposite should be prepared o vote for
the proposal no matter what we on this side
may think. Tn order to ensure that every-
Yody gets full-time work and decent wages
and conditions, I i prepared to vote for a
Bill that will earryv the emergency tax up to
as much as 10s. in the pound. We would
then be in this position: A man reeeiving
£120 a week wonld be obliged to contribute
£60 a week to the Treasury. Of course, the
more we took from such a man by way of
emergeney taxation, the less State inecome
tax would he pay.

AMr, Hegmey: Yon would only get £130,000
Ly that means.

Mr, HUGHES: Only £130,000! I think
the hon. member has overlooked the grades.
By taxing at 4d. in the pound on £4, 54
in the pound on £3, 7d. in the pound on £6,
and up to 9d. on £80, and stopping there,
we get £840,000. Bui if we continued on a
graduated seale, the rates would be 9d. on
£9, 10d. on £10, 15d. on £15, and 30d. on
£30. I refuse to beileve that all we would
et out of that taxation would be £130,000.

Mr. Hegney: I did not say that.

Mr. HUGHES: Then I am sorry T mis-
understood the hon. member. T thought he
said that a gradualed secale of taxation up
to 10s. 4n the pound would produce only
£130,000. If that refers only to the higher
group, look at what we would get from
groups lower down in the seale; and even
then our taxation would noet be out of the
ordinary. Take the position in Burope to-
day. Jobn Gunther, an auvthority on BEuro-
pean internal politics, says in his work “In-
side Forope” that in most Kuropean coun-
tries 40 per cent. of the State’s income is
needed for armaments. Take Western Aus-
tralia in comparison; we do not have to
bear taxation for armaments; we do not have
to allot 40 per cent. of our total income fo
that purpose. We are free from that. Cur
taxation can be expanded, but of course it
would not be necessary to expand our taxa-
tion to such an extent that everybody wouid
be put on full-time work. Onee we got a
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certain number on full-time work their day
by day and week by week spending would
create a turnover that would provide for the
balance of the unemployved. In 1936 we
ought to say that we stand for a re-align-
nment. 1 think Norman Angel]l ealls it tem-
peramental  re-adjusrment.  In his  new
edition of “The Greai Iilusion” Norman
Angell says that we must have a tempera-
mental rve-adjustimens if this eivilisation is
to survive. There is no reason why we in
Western Australia shonld lag bekind Ru-
mania  or Czecho-Slovakia or America.
Fven in the United States, the most indi-
vidualistic eountry in the world, the presi-
dential election is going to be fought on
the yuestion of The Forgotten Man, The
Porgotten Man of Western Australia is the
relief worker of Eost Perth, a place the
member for Northam has referred to ns «
filth factory. Admittedly the workers of East
I'erth do not live in such palatial residences
as that which the Minister inhabits since he
attained to olfice. Now, the filth factory——

Mr. SPEAKER: T think the hon. mem-
ber hud better wet swuy from that argument
angd retarn to the smendment.

Mr, HUGHES : The Minister was allowed
to indulge in it.

Mr. SPEAKFER: The Minister was not
allowed to do that. This is a new amendment
altogether. The hon. member has wandered
ali round the place. I have given him every
latitude, and now he wants to take a little
more.

Mr. HUGIIES: { rose to answer the con-
tention of the Leader of the House that
hoth our avenues for obtaining more money
are choked—land taxation and income taxa-
tion. T assume that that iz a definite de-
claration of policy that the Government will
not increase iaxation for the benefit of
necessitous farmers and relief of unem-
ployed workers,

Mr. Raphacl: The member for West Perth
assumed that that was so.

Mr. HUGHES: As we know——

Mr. Raphael: The Leader of the House
never said that at all.

Mr. HUGHES: I think the Leader of the
House did say it. He agreed with the
member for West Perth, and used,
concerning that hon. member, a word which
we have not heard in the House this
session. The Minister was so pleased
with the member for West Perth that
he referred to him as a gentleman,
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the first time one member on this side of
the Hounse has been referred to in such
terms during the present debate. The De-
puty Premier said specifically that the
member for West Perth (Mr. MeDonald)
was right and that we counld not get any
more moncy from the Commonwealth or
by means of taxation.

Mr. Raphael: He did not say that at all,
He remarked that the member for West
IPerth had said that, and he asked how it
was to be reetified.

Mr. HUGHES: How does the member
for Vietoria Park suggest we can rectify
it?

Mr. Raphael: For a start, you ean sit
down,

Mr. HUGHES: It is absurd; the member
for Vietoria Park (Mr. Raphael) knows
he can stand mueh additional taxzation.

Mr. Raphaecl: I would not mind owing
more taxation, but not paying more.

Mr. HUGHES: Even at the risk of being
told that I am using the unemployed for
political propaganda purposes, I propose
to go on until there are no unemployed.
If Government members desire to put one
over me in that direction, why not put
the men back on full-time work, and thns
prevent me from using that method of
political propaganda? However, I am not
ashamed of the charge. When I supported
members sitting on the Government side of
the House, you will remember, Mr. Speaker,
that we paid a man £6 a week to organise
the nunempleyed to demonstrare outside the
Treasury buildings. We did that beeause
we helieved then, as 1 helieve now, that
the lower ranks of the workers must he
organised in their struggle for hetter con-
ditions, for if they are not, they will not
seeure any improvement. Take some of
our friends who sit on the (Government
eross-benches. They do not lift their
voices on behalf of the relief workers.

The Minister for Mines: Rats!

Mr. HUGUHES: They voted against mak-
ing money available for them.

Mr. Raphael: They voted against your
amendment becanze they wanted to vote
against hypoerisy.

Mr. HUGHES: The member for West
Perth has more or less toned down the ori-
ginal amendment in the one he has drafted.
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His amendment is not aceeptable to me as
compared with the one 1 moved, because of
the fact that the money is there. If the
amendment now before the Chair is car-
ried and an examination is made ot the
position, it will be found that, in eompari-
soint with BEuropean eountries and with the
other States of Australia, we in Western
Aunstralin are 2 much under-taxed people.
T would not limit relief measures to taxa-
tion but weuld extemd the examination to
other avenues wherchy we can distribnte
amongst the people the power to buy the
things they want from the other seetion
of the commuunity who have thoese things
for sale. It is rank hypoerisy for Govern-
ment members to tell the unemployed that
they are sympathetic, secing that when
fhey got the ehance to vote some relief for
the unemployed, they oppused it. The un-
employed are not so wnsophisticated as to
necept that.  Having swallowed the famons
1933 promise, they are by no means un-
sophisticated mnow. They mealise to-day

. that they have to move for themselves, and

we would be deing the unemploved an in-
istice if we aecepted the promise of the
Minister for Employment that as from the
3th Octoher next somelhing nebulous is 1a
be domne. If something i1s to he done un
the 5th October, it i3 only beeause cerlain
of us have organised the wnemployed in
order that they may demand better eondi-
tions and so force the hands of fhe (iov-
ernment, It must he remenmbered that the
ex-Premier said there would he no allera-
tion in the policy and ne reduction in the
amount of money available for velief work.
Now we are told there is to be some im-
provement: if that is so. it is merely he-
cause we have stirred the unemployed to
shift for themselves. e have told them
that thev, as the forgoften men of Western
Australia, must do as their American breoth.
ren have done, and demand redress. We
have told them that they must foree the
position. We have succeeded, and I am
mlad, cven despite all the abuse hurled
at me. The Minister for Employment can
wax rlogquent and search the dictionary to
et all the terms he wants and he can turn
to Shakespeare to find filthy, vile epithets
that he and his colleagues have already
made use of about me, not openly but under
cover of parliamentary privilege, I sup-
port the amendment.
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MR. RAPHAEL (Victorian Park—on
amendment) [10.46]: 1 cannot allow the
opporiunity tv pass withont adding to the
debate on the amendment, which has been
moved to ease the feelings of the member
for West Perth (Alr. MeDonald). In his
introductory yemarks that hon. memther told
the House that he was unable to support
the awmendment moved by the member for
East Perth (Mr. Hughes) but was prepared
to allow himself a clear get-out, leaving the
haby 1o be rarried by members of the Lah-
our Party. 1 tell both the member for Fast
Perth and the member for West Perth that
they are not the custodians either of thd
thoughts or of the deeds of the nnemployed.
The chairman of the Parliamentary Labour
Party (Hon. W. D. Johnson) has already
told the House that the first thing disenssed
at the party mecling was that of unemploy-
ment. Yet the member for East Perth sug-
gests that, owing solely to his efforts, the
time has arrived when he has moved the
Labour Pariy into some humane effort on
behalf of the unemployed.

Mr. Hughes: I did not call them the Lab-
our Party.

Mr. RAPHAEL: It would not matter
what the hon. member called them; they
would not take any notice of his remarks.
We can take with a grain of salt any sng-
gestion by the hon. member. As other
speakers have been allowed to diverge a
little from the amendment, I wish to deal
with one of the meetings held in Viectoria
Tark by the member for East Perth.

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the hon. member
will be definitely out of order, and he will
not do 1it.

Mr. RAPHAEL: T desire to connect one
matter with another, As a certain amount
of latitnde has been allowed other
speakers———

AMr. SPEARKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is reflecting upon the Chair and that is
quite out of order. The hon. member ean
make a speech without refleeting on the
Chair and I hope he will do so.

AMr. RAPHAEL: Then that curtails my
remarks in that I cannot link up one matfer
with another. The position of the unem-
ploved in this State, as compared with the
conditions operating in other States, comld
be taken into consideration hy this Houose.
We all realise that the unemployed have
been utilised for party political propaganda
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by Nationalists, Couantry Party members
and Independents alike. I have had the
pleasure of listening to speeches by the mem-
her for East Perth on seven oceasions,

Hon., P. . TFerguson: You must have
liked them.

Mr. RAPHAEL: On each occasion it was
the same story and I enjoyed it. He
has a wonderful memory for his own fibs,
and is generally amusing. The unemployed
of South Australia, until the British Medi-
cal Association took action, were treated
wretchedly. Yor instanece, a child up to 12
months of age was granted 1s. 9d. per week
to be reared on one pint of milk per day,
and from 12 menths until it was 14 years of
age il was granted 2s. 8d. per weck, not in
cash, but in orders for groceries and food.
In Western Anstralia we are not in a happy
position, for we claim that 7s. per week is
not suflicient to live on, and so action has
been taken to indnce the present Minister
to inerease the amount. May T say that
for decency’s sake, following on a re-shoffle
of the Cabinet, opportunity might have been
given the Government to funetion hefore
heing attacked as they have been. A nnm-
ber of yowng men, politically young men,
have gone into that Cabinet and to my mind
they are going to make good. I think those
men should be given opportunity te prove
their worth before heing attacked by the
political heads of fhe Opposition of the
House. The member for West Perth is
usnally fair, but this amendment constitufes
the most unjust action he has taken in the
House. He knows that the Minister for Em-
ployment has been in his job for only a few
months, and I ask what the bhon. member
could have done in that short period to im-
prove the condition of the workers. We have
a definite promise that the Government will
improve those conditions of the workers
that come under Government relief. If we
are to helieve what we have been told by
the Minister to-night, if extra taxation is
not levied and further funds not raised and
the scheme is not put into operation, money
must be taken from other sources to recom-
pense the amount that will be used {o find
fnll-time johs for the part-time workers.
Would the hon. member suggest that the
widows and children receiving payments
from the Child Welfare Department should
be taxed for this purpose?

Mr. Hughes: No, T wounld tax you.
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Mr. RAPHAEL: Well my friend has four
Jjobs while T have but two, so whatever tax-
ation I may have to pay [ shall have the
satisfaction of knowing that he has to pay on
all four of his jobs. Has the hon, gentle-
man given consideration to those thousands
of men who were turned out of the railway
service by the eoalition Government during
their regime? Would the bon. member
support a resolution that ecvtain of those
men have to be put on a Jower wage in
order to make up for that deficit? His idea
is only for increased taxation. How many
members on that side who so ably walked
across the floor to support him in his
amendment will support him in his new
taxation scheme? I think he would be a
heacon light for those members to zaze
upon, bnt I feel alse that he wonld he
gazed upon with apathy by those members.
Would the member for Subiaco (Mrs, Car-
dell-Qliver) raise her voice in support of
taxation to give the kiddies an extra pint
of milk per day?

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Decidedly.

Mr. RAPHAEL: There was another pro-
posal put up to the hon. member, who so
ably went before the unemployed for their
votes, but she was not so keen about that,
she said she would give it consideration. I
say definitely that the hon. member, if she
was sincere in her talk of how she wanted
to assist the uwnemployed she should have
made up her mind about the second plan
also. I do not intend to labour the ques-
tion any longer, for I will have opportun-
ity on the main Address-in-reply debate to
speak my mind more fully but I do hope
that we on this side shall let it be defin-
itely known where we stand, that we are
four square behind the Government and
are going to give that Government the
chance to function, just as the people gave
them a mandate to function. I hope that
the Opposition will not be given opporiun-
ity to take contro] of the Treasury benches.
We have been given a mandate from the
people and we are going to earry oui that
mandate for the next three years. I hope
that when the 5th Oetober arrives, not
only will members opposite be satisfied, but
even the member for West Perth will also
be satisfied with the improved eonditions
that will be forthcoming, so far as the
-Government can find the money.
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Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. - .. 15
Noes 22
Majority against .. ‘. T
AYEs.
Mr. Brockroon Mr. North
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Sampson
Mr. Hill Mr. Shearan
Mr. Hughey Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr, heeuun Mr, Thorp
Mr., latham Mr, Warner
Mr. MeDonald tlr, Douey
Mr. McLarty {Teller.)
NOEE.
Mr, Coverley Mr. Needham
Mr, Cross Mr. Nulscu
Mr. Doust Mr. Raphael
Me. Fox Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Hawke Mr. Sleeman
Mr. lHlegney Mr, Siyaots
Miss Holmun Mr, Toakin
Mr. Johnson Mr. Troy
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wiza
Mr. Marshall Mr. Withers
Mz Munsie Mr. Wilson
(Teller.}
PAIR.
AYFS, Noes.
Mpr, Btubbs Mr. Collier
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Millington
Mr. Patrick Mr. Willcock

Amendment thus negatived.

On motion by Mr, Sampson, debate ad-
journed.

House adjorrned at 11.2 p.m.

Legislative Assembly,
Wednesday, 2nd September, 1936.
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The SPEAKER. took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—IRON IMFPORTS.

Mr. NULSEN asked the Premier: How
many tons of iron were imported into West-



